14 September 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Heavenly Father we thank you for this day and this time of fellowship that you blessed us with and for your Word that you have prepared for us that is able to make us wise unto salvation giving you all the praise, honor, and glory you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 9:6-8, 6 Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel: 7 Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called. 8 That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God: but the children of the promise are counted for the seed. KJV

 

<opentext> How often is it that people try to make claims to things, by their hereditary values? 

<disciple> that is the way the world does things

<chosen> most try to

<greg> every time it is to their advantage

 

<opentext> Often times because people are born into a Christian family, people will assume that all will be saved. If people belong to a certain religious sect, people will assume that they are either fully right or fully wrong.

<opentext> We forget that the world plainly tells us, that those that are in or of the flesh, cannot please God. Yet, how often are most judgments made and assessed by the rules and laws of the lower nature?

<greg> its based on popular opinion and not letting the peace of God rule

<disciple> most do that, using what they see to judge, rather than the Word to discern

<at-peace> whenever one leans to their own understanding walking by sight and not by faith... not making a righteous judgment, comparing spiritual with spiritual

 

<opentext> Gal 3:15-17 16 Now, the promises were made to Abraham and to his descendant. You will observe that Scripture, in the careful language of a legal document, does not say "to descendants," referring to everybody in general, but "to your descendant" (the noun, note, is singular), referring to Christ. 17 This is the way I interpret this: A will, earlier ratified by God, is not annulled by an addendum attached 430 years later, thereby negating the promise of the will.  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> It is vital for us to understand, that God's promise was made to those who would operate in the promise, not the physical lineage. The promise is Christ, so therefore we can see clearly then, that it is only those that are in Christ, to whom the promise is in effect for.

<opentext> Just as God has no specific time as man does, [such as mountain time, or eastern time] God always speaks in the nature of now faith. His Word is constant, and not governed by time.

<opentext> Yet, how often have we questioned God a day or two after the fact, thinking or hoping that maybe God changed His mind, or would vary His Word to appease us?

<disciple> He doesn't change, and He never lies...if He isn't true to His Word then He would be double minded, which He isn't

<at-peace> whenever one is seeking to justify or looking for a loop hole   Mal 3:6  For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. (KJV)

 

<opentext> One must keep in mind, that earlier in this epistle, Paul stated the fact of the law of faith. And as we will see in the next chapter, the definitive answer regarding faith, that it is the Message once delivered by Christ.

<opentext> And if it has once been delivered, then it cannot be altered or changed to suit a few individuals or sects of people, but rather that it stays in effect, until God says otherwise.

 

<opentext> Gal 3:29 And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. KJV

 

<opentext> Abraham's seed, which Paul clearly clarifies here, is Christ. It is in Christ that one is made that new creation. It is in Christ that the old lineage is passed away, and a new lineage in Christ is presented and set forth.

<opentext> Jesus of Nazareth was the first born from the dead of the old lineage, and showed us the way to that new life in Christ, that permanent adoption into Father's family.

<opentext> So why then is it that so often one tries to hold onto the old values, the old traditions, the old lineages, when the only thing that will redeem, rescue or save one, is the seed of Christ?

<disciple> when one does that, they are walking by sight...because they do not exercise their faith

<at-peace> for many they are ever learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth...searching the scriptures thinking they have eternal life not seeing that they are they that testify of Him (Christ)

<greg> they dont separate flesh from spirit, so they operate on emotions, things that appease those and not the spirit

 

<opentext> As long as things are looked at and observed for the lower nature, one can never see nor comprehend the promises of God. Thus we can see why Paul said that eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither entered into the heart of man [those operating in the seed of the physical lineage] the things that God has prepared for those that love Him.

<opentext> They are however, revealed to those that are in the Spirit, that is those that have made that choice, that decision to operate in the seed of Christ.

<opentext> Those that make the choice to follow the example of Jesus Christ to seek to always say and do those things which are pleasing to the Father.

<opentext> Thus why we are told to come out from among them [all of those ties to the physical lineage] and to be separate from them. Not allowing anything or anyone to jeopardize our relationship with the Father.

<opentext> So for one to be of the seed of Abraham, is not of any physical lineage, contrary to popular belief, but it is to be an active participant in the divine nature of Christ.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

 

greg> o/                 <opentext> yes greg

 

<greg> 1 Pet 1:23-25, 23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: 25 But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you. (KJV)

<greg> mans promises, good intentions, lineages, all fade away, only one seed will endure to the end

 

<greg> 1Peter1: 23.  because you have been born anew, not from a germ that perishes but from one that does not perish, by the word of the living and everlasting God. 24.  For "All human life is just like grass, and all its glory like the flower of grass.  The grass dries up; the flowers drop off. 25.  But the word of the Lord lives on forever";<m> that is, the message of the good news which has been brought to you. [William’s translation]

 

<opentext> The importance of one recognizing and obtaining the lineage according to Father purpose and plan, not those man made agendas.

<greg> the message of faith that has been delivered
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