14 November 2005 Monday Bible study.

 

<greg> Father we thank you for another day to walk your path of life, escaping the corruption that is in this world, letting you be true and everyone else the liar, by your word of life delivered through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 14:17, [After all] the kingdom of God is not a matter of [getting the] food and drink [one likes], but instead it is righteousness (that state which makes a person acceptable to God) and [heart] peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. AMP

<opentext> The proper perspective is what has to be maintained, in order for one to successfully navigate their way through this world, and remain faithful and pleasing to Father.

<opentext> Ps 119:9,  How shall a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed and keeping watch [on himself] according to Your word [conforming his life to it]. AMP

<opentext> Stop and consider all of the ways that man institutes to try to tell people how to have and maintain a right relationship with God.

<opentext> Yet, how simply it is put here, that for one young in the Lord to maintain a right standing walk with Father, is by hearing the Message delivered by and through Christ, adhering one's life to that which they hear. Now as simple as the Lord puts this here, how complicated does man try to make it?

<disciple> indistinguishable from the truth

<chosen> many want to add their own agenda to it

<greg> for some reason, many begin their walk in the spirit, and then think it can be perfected by the works of the flesh

<opentext> So then what you are saying, is that they forget and leave behind the simplicity that is in Christ?

<chosen> many do            <disciple> forget or ignore it

<greg> it is Gods word that saved them, not mans which is what many end up holding to

<opentext> To maintain a right standing, or righteous life with the Father, one has to hear and then conform to the Message they have heard. For then they will be in compliance with that which Father asks of them, and their life will be pleasing to Him.

<opentext> So when one gets caught up in debating foods that can or cannot be eaten; or philosophical discussion over which day is holier then the other, are they then maintaining the simplicity of the Message?

<chosen> no, debates cause division not unity  <disciple> no

<greg> not when the word is specific to tell us to avoid debates and strife’s, as well as not being caught up in holy days

<opentext> So how confident are you in your relationship with Him, that you do not have to debate the Word with others, or try to defend Father and His Message?

<disciple> have learned that it displeases Father and brings discontentment to me, so i just don't do it, anymore

<chosen> totally confident of the work He has begun in me, He doesn't need defending

<opentext> If you will note back in Ps 119:9, that the Amplified version says "By taking heed and keeping watch [on himself] according to Your word [conforming his life to it]."  Yet, how often is it that people forget to keep watch on themselves, and are more concerned with what everyone else is doing?

<chosen> when they neglect their own relationship with God, through Christ

<disciple> one should always be aware of working out our own salvation, and leaving others to theirs...not letting it affect our salvation or peace in any way

<opentext> Paul tells us not to be conformed to this world, but rather to be transformed by the renewing of our mind; that is giving heed to His Word and bringing one's life into conformity with it.

<opentext> Ps 119:10,  With my whole heart have I sought You, inquiring for and of You and yearning for You; Oh, let me not wander or step aside [either in ignorance or willfully] from Your commandments. AMP

<opentext> Note the writer says, with his whole heart he has sought after Him. If one's light or eye does not stay single, how easy is it for a house to become divided?

<chosen> anytime that we take any of our focus off Him   <disciple> very easy

<opentext> Paul tells us that in the world there are many voices; yet the Lord is clear to tells us that His sheep hear His voice, and the voice or voices of others they will not follow. So how well one knows His voice, is going to be determined by how diligently and sincerely that one has sought after Him.

<opentext> The more disturbances or hindrances that one allows into their life, will make it that much more difficult on how attentive that one can be to the Message of deliverance that He has for them, to properly guide them through this world.

<opentext> Now think about this for a moment; if you are traveling and you get a few of the streets confused, how apt are you to be able to get where you are wanting to go, on time?

<disciple> probably won't                 <chosen> you wont

<opentext> Isn't that what the other voices are attempting to do, to distract us from getting the proper directions?

<chosen> yes, any that go against His Word

<opentext> Now another aspect that one also has to consider; how often do people think that if they are living a life that is pleasing to the Father, that people will then like them? And that they should be well received?

<chosen> it wont happen

<disciple> have found, most don't like somebody that is uncompromising of the Word and living a true life for Father

<opentext> Jesus Christ lived a life that was fully pleasing to the Father. And even though they tried to make Him king one week, what were their thoughts of Him a few days later?

<disciple> not good...just wanted to kill Him and get rid of Him

<chosen> they were after His life

<opentext> So today, it is imperative that one gives full attention to that which Father wants to share with them, as that counsel, those instructions are essential for maintaining a pleasing life in Him, regardless of the external circumstances.

[05:35] <opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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