14 July 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

<at-peace> Father, thank you for this day and this time that you have blessed us with in fellowship together, to learn more of who you are and your Word that is able to make us wise unto salvation and pray that in all that we do and say will bring you the praise, honor, and glory you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Rom 8:15-16, 15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: KJV

<opentext> Towards the end of study yesterday, greg made a comment that i would like to start today's study with:

<opentext> <greg> i see them hanging on to someone in their life, the way i did at one time, trying to please them more out of guilt than love, still trying to live up to someone else's standards…like Paul himself shared, separated from his mothers womb, cutting all earthly ties and bondages.

<opentext> As Paul tells us here, that we have not been placed again under bondage again, to be enslaved by the old way of life and living, but rather we have been adopted into Father's family, and thus we have a new, fresh start.

<opentext> Adam Clarke makes a good point that i want us to look at also:

<opentext> [The Spirit of adoption] Adoption was an act frequent among the ancient Hebrews, Greeks, and Romans; by which a person was taken out of one family and incorporated with another. Persons of property, who had no children of their own, adopted those of another family. The child thus adopted ceased to belong to his own family, and was in every respect bound to the person who had adopted him, as if he were his own child; and in consequence of the death of his adopting father he possessed his estates. (from Adam Clarke's Commentary)

<opentext> How often is it though, that people even after adoption into Father's family, still put more time and effort into trying to please their old family, or any in the flesh, rather then recognizing the new life and family that they have in and with God?

<chosen> most do that, and with a great fervent effort too

<disciple> most do

<greg> most think its their duty to save others, and some die trying.

<opentext> Our old family, our old life, kept a person in bondage to the lower nature. As was stated yesterday, trying to please them [those of the old nature and family] was impossible, yet why did people choose to remain in and under that type of bondage?

<disciple> they were living by sight...thinking they were good people, because they were trying to save people...physical families being foremost important

<at-peace> following the traditions and doctrines of man instead being lead by the Spirit of Christ within them

<chosen> people strive so hard to please fleshly family, due to traditions and duty, they feel guilty if they don’t

<opentext> Now another thing with adoption, is that we become an inheritor of the kingdom of God. Yet, all too often i hear people talk about all of the physical things that they think they have inherited, and miss the fact that we become inheritors of His divine nature, an actual part of God and His family. The lower nature points people to physical things and families, and thus ignore those things of the Spirit of God.

<opentext> How often do you sit and meditate, and contemplate the fact that you have become an actual part of His divine nature?

<disciple> i reckon not a whole lot

<at-peace> should be something that one keeps in mind at all times

<opentext> Now if one tries to comprehend this by their lower nature, their eyes cannot see it, their physical hearing is not able to hear and understand His voice, and their old heart will shut Him out. So we can see that one has to be led and guided by His Spirit, in order to enter into that deep and intimate relationship with Him. To become an integral and working part of His body, of His family.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one then even try to question the motive of God's love, because the enemy keeps telling you how worthless and unworthy you are?

<disciple> been guilty of doing that a few times

<opentext> Rom 8:16, The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: KJV

<opentext> Being led and guided by His Spirit, is essential at all times. Thus why Paul tells us to walk in the Spirit [His Spirit of course].

<opentext> Eph 2:2-3, 2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. KJV

<opentext> In times past, we walked according to the dictates of this world and it's fleshly influences. This is the bondage that one was removed from, when they became that new creation in Christ.

<opentext> Gal 5:16-17, 16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. (KJV)

<opentext> How important is it, that one can see them self, as a child of God? As really being a part of His family?

<at-peace> life or death          <chosen> extremely important

<opentext> It is a matter of life or death. Eternity is what is at the heart of it. Would one be as apt to stray, if they kept this fresh in their heart and mind at all times?

<disciple> nope   <at-peace> no   <chosen> no

<opentext> Rom 8:17, And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. KJV

<opentext> Now note that Paul says here, that we are heirs of God! And this is possible by one being an active participant in the divine nature of Christ. Yet, as we said earlier, that people acting and reacting in the flesh, try to think of all the physical things that they think that they may inherit, and thus miss the fact that they become an heir of God.

<opentext> Today, will you see yourself as His child, as an actual part of His family?

<at-peace> yes            <chosen> yes
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