14 February 2006 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<greg> Heavenly Father we are ever so grateful to be able to come this day before your throne of grace, to find the help we need this day through your word, as we are more ready to hear your instructions, on how to walk another day on the path of life which leads us closer to our home with you through Jesus Christ our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 16:19-20, 19 For your obedience is come abroad unto all men. I am glad therefore on your behalf: but yet I would have you wise unto that which is good, and simple concerning evil. 20 And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. KJV

 

<opentext> Now let us keep in mind the previous verses, about marking those who cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine given by God's counsel through His Word, this is the obedience that Paul is now referring to.

<opentext> Now also keep in mind, the same obedience that Jesus Christ had to Father's counsel; now did this obedience cause the people to endear Him, or to reject Him?

<helpmate> almost all rejected Him

<chosen> reject Him

<greg> many times they would reject it, because they would have to separate from certain things and people

<greg> Matt 10:34Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. 35For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. 36And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. (KJV)

<opentext> So why then when we are obedient to Father's counsel, does one think that the people should accept them with open arms? That the doctrine of Christ should be so readily accepted?

<greg> they think being a christian is being a nice people pleaser, trying to make everyone happy and like them

<chosen> it wont happen

<helpmate> we should not think that way because He told us to come out from among them and separate ourselves

<opentext> Jesus Christ told us plainly, that if they persecuted Him, then they will persecute us. Yet, for most, the reality of this statement never really sinks in.

<opentext> It really comes down to whether one is wanting to please God or man. And for most, the lower nature wins out here.

<opentext> Now also note how Paul says that their obedience has come abroad unto all men. Now just because their obedience was being acknowledged by many, does that mean that the all the people that acknowledged this agreed with it?

<helpmate> no

<chosen> no

<greg> Acts 28:22But we desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest: for as concerning this sect, we know that every where it is spoken against. (KJV)

<greg> many times Paul was questioned concerning the doctrine of Christ, though they weren't well know by name, the doctrine was

<helpmate> no matter what one hears, it is their choice to be either for it or against it

<opentext> Jesus Christ tells us that we are to be wise as serpents, and as harmless as doves, or as Paul states it, that we are to be wise to that which is good or pleasing to God, and simple concerning that which is evil.

<opentext> We are supposed to give heed to God's Word, yet how often is it that that is what one always has as their priority?

<opentext> Seeking first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; quite a plain and simple statement, yet how difficult in reality to constantly and consistently apply to one's life?

<at-peace> it should be at all times, having one's affection set on things above where Christ sitteth at the right hand of the Father and not on the things of the earth

<at-peace> where one's heart is, is where their treasure will be

<helpmate> it can seem very difficult if one is looking ahead instead of what is happening right now

<greg> its a matter of training ourselves to keep the body in subjection to the spirit, and keeping our spiritual senses exercised always to discern between the good and evil of each day

<opentext> Now faith, operating in the present, to do all to please the Father. Just as Jesus Christ told us that He only spoke the things He heard the Father speak, and only did the things He saw the Father do.

<at-peace> if one remains in now faith it is easier to remain constant and consistent

<opentext> Now think about that, if we kept things that simple, and with all of our heart and all of our might we sought to please the Father through Jesus Christ, would one be as apt to stray from the path?

<helpmate> no

<greg> the more one stays on the path, the more confident and bold they become, holding God to be true and everything else the lie

<chosen> no, the affections of one's heart leads their way

<opentext> So then how, or why do people allow things to get so complicated?

<greg> the carnal mind, trying to bring God down to our level of understanding rather than operating in His realm, trusting In Him with all the heart and not leaning to what we understand

<helpmate> they let slip their daily bread and get caught up in the cares of this world

<at-peace> when one does not remain in now faith

<chosen> when they get caught up in all that goes on around them, rather than focusing on their personal and intimate relationship with Christ

<opentext> We are saved by grace through faith, the gift of God; not by works lest any man should boast. It comes down to simple obedience to His Word, of wanting with all of the heart, soul and might, of wanting to please Father in all that we say or do.

<opentext> Yet, many think that God's grace has to be earned, by works, or rituals, or traditions. Yet, we see that God is very plain to tell us that it is a free gift, and simple obedience to "His Word" is what allows one to continue in this love and grace.

<opentext> Think of all the times when doing something, and the harder you strain to accomplish what you were doing, the more difficult it becomes to complete the task. Yet, when on stops and pauses, and clears their mind, then the solution is simple and plain, and the task can then be accomplished quite readily.

<opentext> How often is it then rather keeping Father's Word simple, people try to complicate it, rather then simply hearing and obeying that which they have heard from the Father?

<chosen> many do when trying to get man's approval

<greg> many think they need to help God along, though He makes everything beautiful in His time, they try to speed up the process

<opentext> So today, we have the opportunity to hear Father's counsel to us and for us, and come into agreement with Him, so that we can maintain our right standing with Him by and through Christ Jesus.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<greg> o/

<opentext> yes greg

<greg> 2 Cor 6:8By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; 9As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; (KJV)

<greg> though we are unknown by name to many out there, the doctrine of Christ is alive and well, that is where the conflict comes from to those that are influenced by the prince of this world

<greg> so a true man of God will not be very popular especially to a fallen world

<opentext> And one also has to remember that they did not believe Him either, even though they could find no fault with Him, and yet He remained true to what Father asked of Him. This is the example that we are to follow.

<opentext> As Paul said in Ephesians, when we have done all to stand....stand!

<greg> John 15:18If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.19If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. (KJV)

<greg> not to take it personal either, we wrestle not against flesh and blood

<opentext> They are rejecting Him, and because we choose to stand with Him, then we will be rejected also.

<opentext> 2 Cor 4:8We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 9Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; 10Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. 11For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. (KJV)
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