14 April 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time of fellowship you have prepared for us and pray that we will be attentive to every word you speak to us which enables us to remain seated in the heavenlies and remain pleasing in your sight through our Lord Jesus Christ.

<opentext> Rom 6:6-8, 6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: KJV

<opentext> Now notice here in verse 6, how Paul tells us that we are to "know" this. That we are to have a working knowledge and confidence that when we are crucified with Him, that the desire to serve sin and the old nature has been removed. A constant thing, to keep the old man crucified with Him, so that the new man can walk in, live in the newness of life that is in Christ Jesus. As we talked about yesterday, that when one allows the old thoughts, the old ways of doing things to arise, what happens?

<disciple> we revert back to the flesh, and then we forget we are risen with Christ

<chosen> we become double minded

<at-peace> allow ourselves to be pulled down from the heavenlies in Christ and begin to wrestle with flesh and blood

[<opentext> The old nature will arise, and try to resume control. One has to make the choice, every step, every moment of wanting to be pleasing to Father, in all that we say, in our every action, so that the Father maybe glorified by and through Christ Jesus.

<opentext> The old nature, the old man is wicked. It is a nature of death and destruction. Thus we can see why it is imperative that we "know" that the old man is crucified with Him, so that you are able to walk in the newness of life that he has made available to you.

<opentext> So then, if one remains dead to the old nature, that the divine nature of Christ is what will be the controlling nature within you.

<opentext> Now note verse 8, how Paul says that if we be dead with Christ, then one has to believe that they are also alive in Him.

<opentext> To be alive in Him, means that one has the ability, the power to say to the old nature when it rises up and tries to assume control.

<opentext> That we are Christ's, and do not want to return to that old nature or way of living.

<opentext> Paul said it well, that it is a constant battle to stay risen with Christ, and not attempt to resurrect the old nature from the cross and the grave.

<opentext> If our mind is not constantly in, and renewed by the Word, what will happen?

<disciple> our desire to please Father will disappear, and we will succumb to the desires of the flesh

<chosen> our mind wanders and the wrong thoughts pull us down

<at-peace> the old leaven will begin to grow.

<opentext> Evil communications, will try to disrupt, to corrupt and then overthrow the good morals, the values established by the new life in Christ.

<opentext> Rom 6:8-9, 8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: 9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. KJV

<opentext> Paul in his later years hear, made a profound statement to the Philippians, "that he would know Him, and the power of His resurrection".

<opentext> If you are not sure, if you doubt that truly He died for you, and has risen with the keys of hell and death, how can you hold onto, or even apply His promises to your life?

<disciple> no, you can't  <chosen> you can't

<opentext> Yet, when one falters or stumbles, do they always recognize that they have doubted God and His Word? That they have questioned if these things are really so?

<chosen> no   <disciple> no

<opentext> Thus we can see it why it is so vital, that we recognize, that we see, that the forerunner, Christ Jesus, is seated at the right hand of the Father in all glory, power and might. That He is there to be the mediator for us.

<opentext> The Word tells us, that without a vision, His people will perish. Thus we can see why it is so vital, so imperative, that we have a clear vision of the risen Christ. And since we know that God is not a respecter of persons, then if we too walk in that same obedience as Jesus Christ [the forerunner] then we too can expect the same results.

<opentext> Do you always expect the same results, or only hope that it may happen?

<disciple> tough question...sometimes, i don't wait with that expectancy that it will happen

<opentext> For most, it is always easier to see God's Word working for someone [maybe even everyone] else. Thus we can see why we are told to have confidence, trust in the work which He has begun within us. It is a growing process. Hearing the Message of faith, coming to a working knowledge of that which we hear, and allowing it to become a new way of life, and living.

<opentext> Yet, how often does a person get so caught up in what others are doing, that they never see or hear that which God is speaking to them, or that which God has for them?

<at-peace> whenever one allows that distraction in.

<opentext> Today, you have the opportunity, the privilege, to receive each and every Word that proceeds from the throne and mouth of God, which will enable you to stay risen in Him and with Him.
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