13 September 2005 Tuesday Bible study.
 
<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time of fellowship that you have blessed us with to partake of the living waters and bread of life that will sustain us this day through Christ Jesus our Lord.
<opentext> Rom 14:1-3, 1 Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations. 2 For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs. 3 Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him. (KJV)
<opentext> Now, something that we have to also understand here, is that many of the believers in Rome at this time were converted Jews. So think back for a moment, when you first came to Christ [when you first believed], did you bring any of the baggage from the past with you [rituals, habits, customs]?
<at-peace> yes    <chosen> yes
<opentext> How many of these customs, rituals, habits and such, were very much a part of your being and character at the time?
<disciple> all of them made up who i was at the time    <chosen> all of them
<opentext> So even though you had become a new creation in Christ, you were still dragging around a lot of bondages from the old man, the old life?
<at-peace> yes      <chosen> yes
<opentext> So how, and why were you then able to overcome these things, and get them removed from your life and character?
<chosen> through hearing and applying the Word of God to my life
<at-peace> by accepting and receiving the truth into my heart and allowing it to become a part of my life and overcome the old nature and by the grace of God in Christ for without Him I am not able to overcome anything
<disciple> renewing my mind day by day, the Holy Spirit helped me to cleanse the old life through the revelation of the Word of God
<opentext> Just as Jesus Christ told us that it is the truth that will set us free and keep us free, if, we will continue in it. So one had to hear the Word, ask God for a proper understanding of it, and then apply that Word to their life.
<opentext> Gal 2:11-13, 11 But when Cephas (Peter) came to Antioch, I protested and opposed him to his face [concerning his conduct there], for he was blameable and stood condemned.12 For up to the time that certain persons came from James, he ate his meals with the Gentile [converts]; but when the men [from Jerusalem] arrived, he withdrew and held himself aloof from the Gentiles and [ate] separately for fear of those of the circumcision [party].13 And the rest of the Jews along with him also concealed their true convictions and acted insincerely, with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy (their example of insincerity and pretense). AMP
<opentext> Now we are to receive those that are weak into the fellowship of faith. However, we are supposed to remain the example of the believers in word, in our conduct, in our conversation. Yet, doesn't this show us that Peter was being a bit double-minded?
<at-peace> yes, for fear of man and not holding to the truth which he did know
<disciple> yes, he was
<opentext> So if we do things to please man, then it is impossible to be that servant of Christ. The truth can only keep us free, as one will continue in it. That is, holding fast the profession of faith, without wavering, regardless of the external opposition.
<opentext> So we are to receive them that are weak, into the fellowship of faith, yet, one has to hold fast to the truth and the proper instruction of it.
<opentext> Just as in religious circles today, that people at a certain time of year have 3 wise men at the manger; yet the Word is clear to say this is not so [Matt 2:11], so why are these still allowed to be taught and promoted?
<at-peace> 2 Tim 4:3-4, 3For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. (KJV)
<chosen> because people don't seek out the truth for themselves, rather they believe what man says
<at-peace> many are accepting what man says instead of seeking out the truth for themselves…they are allowing it to be so
<disciple> people don't take the time to read the Word for themselves and ask for Father's discernment
<opentext> Could it be that people were so eager to welcome these new people into their fellowship, that they allowed their baggage to come with them, and soon that leaven had spread?
<chosen> failure to hold fast to their profession of faith without wavering
<disciple>yes… get them in and then they will change them...is how they think
<opentext> One must remember earlier in this letter, that Paul wrote that we should hold God to be true and every man a liar, that we may be justified in that which we say. And all that one says should be with the desire to be pleasing to the Father, for by our words we are justified or condemned.
<opentext> Yet, how often is it that people try to change other people, rather then allowing God and His Word to do the work?
<chosen> when they are trying to be the saviour, rather than a servant
<disciple> one would be trying to be the Savior...thinking they know what is best, rather than leaving it to Father who knows the thoughts and intents of the heart
<opentext> How often is it that people try to defend God and His Word [does God really need you to defend Him], because it  [the Word] is not yet settled and real within their own life?
<chosen> many try to, thinking they know better than God
<disciple> one might try, but it's not anybody's place here on earth to defend Father's Word...His Word will stand an eternity against all adversities
<at-peace> when one tries they many end up like the seven sons of sceva
<opentext> So now think back to that scripture from Galatians 2 that we saw earlier in study, and even though Barnabus knew that Paul was of God, that by Peter's example he was led astray. So what should we see and learn from this?
<at-peace> that he allowed the external circumstances to sway him instead of hold fast to that which he know as of a truth... remain grounded and settled in truth regardless of what everyone else is doing and only seek to please God and not man.. do what you know is truth and not be afraid of the faces
<disciple> evil communications allowed to lure Him from the truth
<opentext> So was Barnabus welcoming them into the fellowship of faith, or was he being welcomed into their world?
<disciple> he was being influenced and welcomed by their world
<chosen> welcomed into their world
<opentext> People most often fail to see the time of growing and growth required before one is able to be that example of the believer. All too often people think that they are ready to be an ambassador for the kingdom of God, and yet have no idea what God's plans are.
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