13 November 2005 Sunday Food for thought!

 

Romans 14:17 [After all] the kingdom of God is not a matter of [getting the] food and drink [one likes], but instead it is righteousness (that state which makes a person acceptable to God) and [heart] peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. AMP

 

            How often is it that one seeks that which is of spiritual benefit for them, before they seek those things which are of comfort to and for the physical man? People say that they love God, but where is He in their priorities for the day? Where is He in the list of priorities for the day?

 

Psalms 119:9-11 How shall a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed and keeping watch [on himself] according to Your word [conforming his life to it]. 10 With my whole heart have I sought You, inquiring for and of You and yearning for You; Oh, let me not wander or step aside [either in ignorance or willfully] from Your commandments. [2 Chron 15:15.]  11 Your word have I laid up in my heart, that I might not sin against You. AMP

 

            Adam Clarke has some very good insights on these verses, let’s take a look at them:

 

            [A young man cleanse his way] 'Orach (heb 734), which we translate way here, signifies a track, a rut, such as is made by the wheel of a cart or chariot. A young sinner has no broad beaten path; he has his private ways of offence, his secret pollutions: and how shall he be cleansed from these? how can he be saved from what will destroy mind, body, and soul? Let him hear what follows; the description is from God.

            1. He is to consider that his way is impure; and how abominable this must make him appear in the sight of God.

            2. He must examine it according to God's word, and carefully hear what God has said concerning him and it.

            3. He must take heed to it, lishmor (heb 8104), to keep guard, and preserve his way-- his general course of life, from all defilement.

             

With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments.

 

            [With my whole heart have I sought thee]

            4. He must seek God; make earnest prayer and supplication to him for divine light, for a tender conscience, and for strength to walk uprightly.

            5. His whole heart; all his affections must be engaged here, or he cannot succeed. If he keep any affection for the idol or abomination; if his heart do not give it before the Lord, he may make many prayers, but God will answer none of them.

            6. He must take care to keep in the path of duty, of abstinence and self-denial; not permitting either his eye, his hand, or his heart to wander from the commandments of his Maker.

 

Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.

            [Thy word have I hid in my heart]

            7. He must treasure up those portions of God's word in his mind and heart which speak against uncleanness of every kind; and that recommend purity, chastity, and holiness. The word of Christ should dwell richly in him. If God's word be only in his Bible, and not also in his heart, he may soon and easily be surprised into his besetting sin. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

            Where is God on your priority list today? Food for thought!
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