Bible Study Thursday 13 June 2002


One has made available to them, the measure of the gift of Christ by His grace. What will you do with it?


Ephesians 4:7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. KJV

All of mankind is given the opportunity to come into that unity with God by and through Christ Jesus. However, each person also has the choice, the free will, to accept or reject this opportunity for reconciliation.

 

How is one able to see past the differences that set us all apart? It can only be by one becoming that new creation in Christ; that is being born again and accepting your place within the family of God. Do you really think that there will be arguing or bickering in heaven?

 

Joshua said it quite well many years ago, that one has to make the choice of which gods they will serve. Joshua already knew the one true God and would not allow anyone else’s opinion or ideas to change or alter that which He knew. How convinced are you of what you believe?

 

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: KJV

 

All too often, people try to relate to other humans or people, their relationship which should be with God. It is in Christ that we are made that new creation. It is only in Him that one is able to maintain and abide in that new relationship. Yet, how often does one try to hang onto the spiritual, by physical or carnal things, by physical or carnal understanding?

 

Ephesians 4:22 to lay aside, with your former way of living, your old self which is on the way to destruction in accordance with its deceptive impulses; (William's New Testament)

 

Ephesians 4:22 to put away, in regard to your former mode of life, your original evil nature which is doomed to perish as befits its misleading impulses, (Weymouth's New Testament)

 

Ephesians 4:22 You have learned to lay aside, with your former manner of living, the old self who was on his way to ruin, as he followed the desires which deceive; (Montgomery New Testament)

 

[That ye put off] And this has been one special part of our teaching, that ye should abandon all these, and live a life totally opposite to what it was before. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

[Which is corrupt] The whole of your former life was corrupt and abominable; ye lived in the pursuit of pleasure and happiness; ye sought this in the gratification of the lusts of the flesh; and were ever deceived by these lusts, and disappointed in your expectations. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

The old man must be put off. The corrupt nature is called a man, because, like the human body, it consists of divers parts, mutually supporting and strengthening one another. It is the old man, as old Adam, from whom we derive it. It is bred in the bone, and we brought it into the world with us. It is subtle as the old man; but in all God's saints decaying and withering as an old man, and ready to pass away. It is said to be corrupt; for sin in the soul is the corruption of its faculties: and, where it is not mortified, it grows daily worse and worse, and so tends to destruction. According to the deceitful lusts. Sinful inclinations and desires are deceitful lusts: they promise men happiness, but render them more miserable, and if not subdued and mortified betray them into destruction. These therefore must be put off as an old garment that we should be ashamed to be seen in: they must be subdued and mortified. These lusts prevailed against them in their former conversation, that is, during their state of unregeneracy and heathenism. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)
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