13 July 2005 Wednesday Bible study.
 
<greg> Father we thank you for this day, as we offer our prayers for all kings, and all in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceful life in all godliness, thanking you for the powers you have ordained to keep a semblance and order to things, so that we can worship you without distraction this day through Jesus Christ our Lord
 
<opentext> Rom 13:3,  For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: KJV
 
<opentext> The rulers should be a terror to evil, and not to good works. However, as we all know from reading the Old Testament, and those things which happened to Israel when those in the position of authority operated contrary to the guidelines of God. Even in our own lives, think of the times that you have tried to use the laws to your advantage, that placed you in direct opposition to God. How easy is it to become lazy in our daily walk, and only obey the things that one wants to?
<chosen> when one neglects to seek Father first in their life
<greg> it is easy to let something like that slip and carry over to the spiritual realm if allowed in
 
<opentext> Rom 13:3, For civil authorities are not a terror to [people of] good conduct, but to [those of] bad behavior. Would you have no dread of him who is in authority? Then do what is right and you will receive his approval and commendation. AMP
 
<opentext> So then what happens when the rulers that be become to corrupt, and justice is no longer there?
<greg> the rest of the country becomes corrupt, thinking if the leaders can do it why cant they
<opentext> Look at it this manner: how often is it that people only pray, once the problems manifest themselves in the physical realm? 
<chosen> many only pray when they "want" something
<greg> and then with many it is only as a last resort, like with the ten lepers, then once they get what they want they take off running again
<at-peace> we should be praying without ceasing, not only when the problems manifest themselves
<opentext> As greg so aptly pointed out in the prayer today, to hold up the leaders of the country that one lives in. Yet, if we were not currently covering this topic in our journey through Romans, how many would remember to pray for the rulers of their country?
<at-peace> probably not many
<greg> they remember when buildings start falling down, otherwise it is business as usual
<opentext> Could it be that because so few Christians do remember to pray for the rulers and kings, that the world is in the shape that it is? And how many are satisfied with the direction their country is moving in as far as remembering God?
<at-peace> yes, many
<greg> many think there is a great move of God going on in this country, but they dont see how they have moved away from Him and have become complacent
<chosen> many are not satisfied
<opentext> As we can remember from the last chapter, how Paul was showing us how we are to be developing in the character of Christ. Yet, many do not comprehend the responsibility that they do have as a believer. They will even complain about the way things are going, but never bother to do those things that the Word asks of them.
<opentext> Now another thing to consider, if one is looking for loop holes for themselves, can they really be honoring that which God is asking of them?
<greg> God is no longer their source if they think they have to cut corners and help Him out 
<chosen> no      <at-peace> no
<opentext> Isn't that the way that it is for many, that the laws only apply to others and not to themselves?
<chosen> yes    <at-peace> yes, many think they are above the laws
<greg> the laws are only for the so called bad guys
 
<opentext> Rom 13:4, For he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, [you should dread him and] be afraid, for he does not bear and wear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant to execute His wrath (punishment, vengeance) on the wrongdoer. AMP
 
<opentext> Another thing that happens often, when someone else does wrong, one wants the book [the full extent of the law] thrown at them. Yet, when it comes to them, then don't they want full pardon?
<at-peace> always easier to throw the book at someone else than to take responsibility for our own actions
<greg> they want a plea bargain, soft soap the issue, get out of jail free card
<opentext> So we can see then that as one does pray for the rulers that be, and enforcement of the laws that keep and maintain order, that they then also have to expect that they apply to them as well. Isn't this a part of being the example of the believer?
<chosen> yes      <at-peace> yes
 
<opentext> 1 Tim 4:12 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. KJV
 
<opentext> Note how Paul explains to Timothy, how that being that example of the believer encompasses all aspects of our life and walk, not just what we want it to.
<opentext> Today, we now have the opportunity to mature in another area of our walk, and be that example of the believer for all to see.
<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
<greg> 0/                        <opentext> yes greg
 
<greg> Matt 5:25-26, 25Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison. 26Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing. KJV
<greg> if one has made a mistake with the law, or been accused, rather than fight with the world and become all entangled with the affairs of this life, it is better to concede than to end up in prison and blow the example
<opentext> Just as the example Jesus Christ set for us to follow...any other questions or comments?
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