13 February 2006 Monday Bible study.

 

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time, now faith, which through Christ Jesus enables us to come to you to obtain all that we have need of to nourish and sustain us as we continue our journey towards home.

 

<opentext> Rom 16:17-18, 17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. 18 For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. KJV

 

<opentext> The past few studies we have been talking about how we are to avoid those things which are detrimental to our spiritual health and well being. But, even though we are given many warnings concerning these things we are to avoid, most do not hear, let alone heed these warnings.

<opentext> As an example, we know that many places depict and teach that there were 3 wise men at the manger, yet, we know from Matt 2:11 that this is not so. Yet, how many people that call themselves Christians still hang around people that teach that which is contrary to the Word?

<opentext> Isn't it  their good words and explanations, that they are able to deceive those who are to lazy to search the scriptures to see if these things are so?

<opentext> One must remember that we are told to study to show "ourselves" approved unto God, rightly dividing the Word of truth, so that we never have reason to be ashamed. Consider for a moment, how would you explain to God, how and why you taught that there were three wise men at the manger? Do you think that might cause someone to be ashamed when they stand before Him?

<opentext> Could this be why we are told to work out our own salvation, and not try to ride someone else's coattails into His kingdom? (And besides, it is not possible to gain entrance into His kingdom that way.)

<opentext> Peter tells us that we are to be partakers in and of His divine nature (if any man has not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His). Now, can someone else eat a meal, and you receive the benefit from it?

<opentext> No, you cannot receive any benefit from someone else eating a meal for you. And likewise, no one else can study the Word for you, this is something each person has to learn to do for themselves.

<opentext> Why is this? So that one is able to rightly divide the Word of truth. So that one does have that personal and intimate relationship with the Father by and through Christ Jesus, which then enables them by His Spirit to know when someone is or is not speaking in and on Father's behalf.

<opentext> Now also note how Paul states it in verse 17 above, "mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them."

<opentext> His Spirit is who leads us and guides us into all truth. So one has to determine who it is that they have been guided by, and where it is that they are being taken to.

<opentext> His sheep know His voice, and the voice of another they will not follow. So we can see then that one has to have confidence and trust in the work that He has begun within them, and the trust and the confidence for them to continue in this journey with Him.

<opentext> So the doctrine we should be learning, is that which we hear from Father, guided by His Spirit into the truth of His Word, and thus not be misled by good words and fair speeches.

<opentext> Think about it, how often have you been told something that people told you was the truth, and then later find out that things were not quite as they were presented? And what about if you passed a bit of this false information on as well?

<opentext> Thus we can see why the Lord told us, that it is the truth that will set us free from the lies and innuendos, and continuing in that truth will continue that liberty that one can only have in Christ.

<opentext> Now also consider how Paul is telling us this, after presenting the sound doctrine in the letter that he has just penned. Many have read it, but not many have heard the doctrine of Christ that it has set forth. Why?

<opentext> Because the people have listened to other peoples explanations of it, rather then going to the Source, so that they are able to learn from Him.

<opentext> And why is this? Could it be because most are lazy, and dull of hearing? Could it be that they have to many other things going on in their lives then to be bothered with spending the time necessary with the Father?

 

<opentext> Rom 16:19-20, 19 For your obedience is come abroad unto all men. I am glad therefore on your behalf: but yet I would have you wise unto that which is good, and simple concerning evil. 20 And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. KJV

 

<opentext> To obey is better then sacrifice. Obedience to Him and His Word is what is required of us.

<opentext> Again consider Jeremiah, 40 years of doing what Father asked of Him, even though no one else listened. How hard is it for the lower nature not to go along with the crowd?

<opentext> How difficult is it to not get caught up in the good words or fair speeches?

<opentext> Each and every day, and each and every moment of our walk in now faith, one has to make the decision of whether they will follow the crowd, or to follow Him.

<opentext> There are many distractions along the way, but this is why one has to maintain their focus on the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. In other words, remaining an active participant in and of His divine nature.
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