13 December 2005 Tuesday Bible study.
 
<greg> Father we thank you for this day, for the love you have shed aboad in our hearts by your holy spirit, to lead and guide us this day on the same path of life you sent your Son and our forerunner, Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> Rom 15:6, That together you may [unanimously] with united hearts and one voice, praise and glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah). AMP

<opentext> Jesus Christ tells us that He is the way, which is established by the truth of His Word, which is able to lead us and guide us down the path of life here on this earth.
<opentext> Yet, people are often times so busy trying to align themselves with people and organizations that man has set up, that they fail to stay in agreement with God.
<opentext> I like the way that the Amplified translation says that we should be unanimously united with hearts and one voice, showing that it is the body of Christ that is at the forefront, and not man's traditions and rituals.

<opentext> And that also with their united hearts and one voice, our primary purpose should be praising and glorifying God, recognizing that great gift and mercy that He has made available to each and every person.
<opentext> How easy is it in today's ever changing and fast paced world, to forget the blessings of God that we have available to us?

<greg> with so many material things that have manifested in these last days, we seldom here of the spiritual blessings that have been made available to us, knowing the price paid to be a partaker of His divine nature
<opentext> How easy is it to take for granted the brothers and sisters that we have in Christ?
<greg> Mal 3:16-17, 16Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name. 17And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.  (KJV)
<greg> Father refers to us as His jewels, and there is nothing more precious than each and every brother and sister in Christ, and what a blessing it is to be a partaker of the fellowship
<at-peace> if one does not keep fresh the love of God (Christ) in their heart then it becomes easier for one to take for granted not only the brethren in Christ but also their relationship with God

<opentext> Now remember that Paul started this chapter off by sharing with us how those who are established in the faith are supposed to be able to minister to those who are of a weak mind. And thus why it is so vital that each believer holds fast that profession of faith, that is holding God to be true, and every man not in unanimous agreement with God a liar. Why? So that we can be justified in that which we speak, so that we will never have reason to be ashamed when we stand before Him.

<opentext> Thus we can see why we are encouraged to pray without ceasing. Why we are to acknowledge Him in all of our ways. Yet, does one always remember to maintain this attitude?
<greg> the more one is able to acknowledge the brethren, and how unique and wonderful that new creation is, the more one is motivated to keep them in prayer without ceasing, laying our lives down for them, and ready to give an answer of encouragement when asked
<at-peace> more each moment, for now is the accepted time
<opentext> How difficult do you think it was for Moses to maintain the course, while the majority of the people were busy grumbling and finding fault with every decision that Moses made in agreement with God?
<greg> it would have had to be a definite challenge to one's faith, to hold God true despite what the majority thinks…for us now it is a matter of letting the peace of God rule in walk

<opentext> Rom 15:7, Welcome and receive [to your hearts] one another, then, even as Christ has welcomed and received you, for the glory of God. AMP

<opentext> Welcoming the people into our hearts; and heart that is that new creation, that maintains it's health and vitality in Christ alone. Paul tells us that we should remain seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, and to remain there and not be pulled down into the squabbles of the lower nature.
<opentext> The gift that we have is not to lord it over other people, but rather the show and share with them the new love and liberty that we have in Christ. To speak and share with others, not looking down at them, but rather encouraging them.

<opentext> Does one always remember to show the same love for others that Christ has and is showing us?
<greg> i have my moments on the bus, it seemed like the busier i got yesterday, the dumber the passengers got and slowed things down, Christ was not in all my actions yesterday and there were a few that heard about it
<at-peace> one always should with all long suffering

<opentext> SO we can see then why Paul says to welcome them into our hearts, where the peace and love of Christ is to be ruling and reigning, and not be pulled into their world.
<greg> but not putting a face on the situation as well, knowing it was the devil trying to needle me as well…not getting into a wrestling match with flesh and blood
<opentext> Exactly greg, remembering that we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but rather that it is a spiritual warfare. And that people have the choice of which side they will serve, God or the devil.
<opentext> It is imperative for us to remain mindful of who it is that we serve, That in Christ we are more then conquerors; that remaining in and with Christ, we will always come through victoriously.

<opentext> Yet, sometimes in the midst of the skirmishes, does one always remember this?
<greg> if one does not keep their senses exercised to discern between the good and evil, they will find themselves falling from their seated place's in the heavenlies
<at-peace> at times not immediately

<opentext> Thus we can see why we are told to meditate in the Word day and night; to not allow His Word to depart from us. Why? So that people will be able to taste and experience this love and mercy when they come in contact with the believers.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
<greg> o/           <opentext> yes greg
<greg> 2 Cor 2:14 Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.  (KJV)
<opentext> Exactly, remembering that we are supposed to be ambassadors for Him.
<greg> my goal each and every day as a believer in Christ, and a representative of His body, to be the example of the believer, and show others the hope of victory that is available to each and every one, by His unconditional love which He has shed for all
<greg> Now faith, now thanks be unto God
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