12 November 2005 Saturday Food for thought!

 

Romans 14:17 [After all] the kingdom of God is not a matter of [getting the] food and drink [one likes], but instead it is righteousness (that state which makes a person acceptable to God) and [heart] peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. AMP

 

            [For the kingdom of God] That holy religion which God has sent from heaven, and which He intends to make the instrument of establishing a counterpart of the kingdom of glory among men: 

            [Is not meat and drink] It consists not in these outward and indifferent things. It neither particularly enjoins nor particularly forbids such.

            [But righteousness] Pardon of sin, and holiness of heart and life.

            [And peace] In the soul, from a sense of God's mercy; peace regulating, ruling, and harmonizing the heart.

            [And joy in the Holy Spirit.] Solid spiritual happiness; a joy which springs from a clear sense of God's mercy; the love of God being shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Spirit. In a word, it is happiness brought into the soul by the Holy Spirit, and maintained there by the same influence. This is a genuine counterpart of heaven; righteousness without sin, PEACE without! inward disturbance, JOY without any kind of mental agony or distressing fear. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

            We are supposed to be seeking first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, and then that which we have need of to successfully complete our journey home will be provided to us and for us. The external circumstances do not tell where a person is spiritually, but rather it is what is going on internally, spiritually within a person in having and maintaining a right relationship with God. Do you have that joy of the Spirit, and eternal peace living within you this day? Food for thought!
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