12 May 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that we can come before you to receive the bread of life and the living waters by and through Christ Jesus that are essential for us in maintaining life in you this day. With joyful hearts and receptive minds we come before you to learn more of you.

 

<opentext> Rom 7:5 For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death. KJV

 

<opentext> Rom 7:5 For as long as we lived that old way of life, doing whatever we felt we could get away with, sin was calling most of the shots as the old law code hemmed us in. And this made us all the more rebellious. In the end, all we had to show for it was miscarriages and stillbirths. (from THE MESSAGE:  © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> The old way of life. As Paul describes that constant battle that takes place within a person.

<opentext> It is when a person hears the preacher instead of the Lord, that it is much easier to walk away from the truth, since one is basing their walk on what other people are saying, rather then in and on an intimate relationship with the Lord.

<opentext> If a person is not married to the Lord, how much easier is it then to take that relationship for granted, since the relationship is based off of what others have told us about Him, rather then having developed and intimate relationship with Him?

<disciple> very easy   <chosen> would be very easy

 

<opentext> In the old way of life, people did what they thought they could get away with, as well as that which they thought made them feel good [even if but for a few moments]. They base their lives on highs and lows, rather then maintaining a steady and consistently growing relationship with Him.

 

<opentext> Gal 5:16-18, 16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Walking in His Spirit [Rom 8:8-9], and then one will not be basing their life in and on experiences of the flesh. Being risen with Him, not hemmed in by the old law.

<opentext> How often or easy is it to try to base one's relationship with Him off of experiences, rather then intimacy developed?

 

<opentext> Gal 5:24-25, 24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. (KJV)

 

<opentext> If one's relationship with Him is based on the love developed with Him, then one sets aside the cravings and desires of the flesh [lower nature] since one is doing their utmost to live that new live in the Spirit of Christ.

<opentext> I was thinking of the new life that had been on many of the plants here, before this cold and snow moved through. Now, many of the plants and trees will be damaged. Yet, isn't this the same thing that happens every time one reverts to trying to live and operate in the flesh; to live under the law rather the grace?

<chosen> yes   <disciple> yes

 

<opentext> Eph 2:1-3, It wasn't so long ago that you were mired in that old stagnant life of sin. 2 You let the world, which doesn't know the first thing about living, tell you how to live. You filled your lungs with polluted unbelief, and then exhaled disobedience. 3 We all did it, all of us doing what we felt like doing, when we felt like doing it, all of us in the same boat. It's a wonder God didn't lose his temper and do away with the whole lot of us. (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> That translation gives us a very good description of the former life. And yet, in spite of being able to see that clearly at the present moment, how easy is it to be persuaded back into that lifestyle, into that same old way of living?

<disciple> have to keep our focus, and know what Father has delivered us from and what He expects of us now

<at-peace> can be easy if one's mind is not renewed in the Word

<chosen> anytime that we become a bit complacent

 

<opentext> I like the way that it says that one inhaled or filled their lungs with polluted unbelief, and exhaled disobedience.  Just as person seldom even gives thought to the function of breathing, so when led by the lower nature, sin almost seems to become automatic for them. 

<opentext> Not giving much of a thought to the damage they are inflicting upon themselves, let alone to those that are around them, by the example they are setting by the life they are living, even though it is only producing miscarriages and stillbirths.

 

<opentext> Rom 7:5-6 But now that we're no longer shackled to that domineering mate of sin, and out from under all those oppressive regulations and fine print, we're free to live a new life in the freedom of God.  (from THE MESSAGE:© 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Now that we are no longer shackled to, or married to sin [unequally yoked]. The oppressive slavery to sin that dictated our former life. And with as many as live this way, why isn't there more of an uprising against it [this slavery to the law and sin]?

 

<opentext> Titus 3:3 It wasn't so long ago that we ourselves were stupid and stubborn, dupes of sin, ordered every which way by our glands, going around with a chip on our shoulder, hated and hating back. (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

<opentext> If one keeps fresh in their memory, what the old man looked like, it's attitudes and actions, one will not be as quick to return to their former conversation. Walk in the Spirit of Christ this day, and one will not submit to the former slavery that they once lived in and under.
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