12 July 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for your love and grace that enables us to fellowship with you this day, we thank you for your counsel through your Word and pray that we will be open to your voice this day, and allow your Word to be that which leads all that we do, say and think on through Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 8:12-14, 12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. 13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.  KJV

 

<opentext> Rom 8:12-14, 12 So don't you see that we don't owe this old do-it-yourself life one red cent. 13 There's nothing in it for us, nothing at all. The best thing to do is give it a decent burial and get on with your new life. 14 God's Spirit beckons. There are things to do and places to go!   (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> The dictates of the old nature, try to keep a person in bondage to the old way of life, the old way of thinking. 

<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul tells us that it is essential for the believer "to know" the love of God.

<opentext> Unless one tastes of God's love, how can one ever have any idea of that which God has in store for His children?

<disciple> it can't happen...they will be measuring it by the world's standards

<chosen> won't be able to

<at-peace> natural man cannot receive the things of God neither can he know them

 

<opentext> Now, if one will recall, John in his epistle tells us that God is love. So then for one to become intimate with Him, they have to experience His love in some portion, in order to be drawn to it, and want to continue in it.

<opentext> Our old nature, contrary to what many think or will admit, had a love affair with itself. And thus we can see why the Message translation says that we should give that old way of life a burial. Get rid of it, and once it is gone, do not give it another thought.

<opentext> At every juncture of our walk, the devil, as well as our old nature will be trying to force it's old influence upon us. So then, how is it that one is able to overcome these constant naggings?

<at-peace> through faith and patience

<at-peace> I Jn 5:4For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.  (KJV)

<disciple> staying in constant communication with Father will rid our mind of the fleshly thoughts

<at-peace> casting down every imagination and bring every thought into captivity … to the obedience of Christ

<chosen> constantly thinking on His things

 

<opentext> Good answers. So we can see then, that our ability to overcome, is going to happen or transpire, by how one will allow His nature to permeate our nature. 

<opentext> And, if we allow His nature to permeate out nature, then one will give full attention to Him when He talks with us. One will hear His counsel, and know that those words will guide us in the walk or path of Light and Life. And regardless of what the external circumstances try to tells us, because we are living by His nature, we have trust and confidence in Him.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. KJV

 

<opentext> In order to be led by the Spirit of God, one has to have trust and confidence in Him. They also have to be a willing participant with Him. They must joyfully, and cheerfully give of themselves to Him.

<opentext> Are you always joyful and cheerful in doing, or giving into that which the Father asks of you?

<disciple> not always  :-(                  <chosen> not always

<at-peace> the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak (a whiny baby)

 

<opentext> So we can see then, the greater our love relationship with Him grows and develops, the greater our trust and confidence in Him, His Word, His counsel becomes.

 

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament

Ephesians 3:19  yes, to attain to a knowledge of the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, so that you may be made complete in accordance with God's own standard of completeness.

 

<opentext> How often do you really consider the fact that you are complete in Him? Isn't this where the struggle or conflict between the old nature and the divine nature clash?

<disciple> yes

<at-peace> yes, although He says to cast not therefore your confidence…cast not away therefore your confidence

 

<opentext> When God asks us to do something, do you really think He would ask us to do something that we were incapable of? Do you really think as loving as He is, that He would ask something of us that was impossible for us to accomplish?

<at-peace> no  <chosen> no

<at-peace> He knows what each one of us is capable of and where we have developed to in Christ

 

<opentext> So we have to understand that we are complete in Him. That we have been filled with His Spirit, and if with His Spirit then His love is there as well. Therefore, we are capable of accomplishing anything that He asks of us, by our trust and confidence in His Word.

<at-peace> with man this would be impossible, but with God all things are possible… if it did, there would not be the struggle that goes on between the flesh and the spirit

 

[<opentext> The intimacy of our relationship with Him. Yet, does the old nature want for this relationship to grow with Him?

<chosen> no   <disciple> not always

 

<opentext> So we should be beginning to see why Paul says in these verses for today, that the dictates of the old nature have to be set aside, allowed to die and to be buried, so that we can surrender ourselves to the love and nature of God, so that we are then willing to be led in and by His Spirit on the strait and narrow path the leads to eternal life with Him.
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