12 January 2006 Thursday Bible study.
 
<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that we can before you and to you, to receive of you through Christ Jesus our Lord, that which we have need of to sustain us this day, so that we can lead a life that is pleasing to you, in all that we do by word and deed.
 
<opentext> Romans 15:20  making it my ambition, however, not to tell the Good News where Christ's name was already known, for fear I should be building on another man's foundation. Weymouth's New Testament
 
<opentext> Rom 15:20-21, 20 Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build upon another man's foundation: 21 But as it is written, To whom he was not spoken of, they shall see: and they that have not heard shall understand. KJV

<opentext> Now the common thinking or should we say teaching, is that one does not go anywhere where Jesus Christ has been mentioned. But now let's think about that for a moment. Jesus Christ was sent to the Jewish people, whom all knew of God's promise, and who knew that a savior was to be sent. So if they already knew of God's promises, why was He sent to instruct them?
<disciple> they knew the words, but they didn't understand the meaning from the heart
<greg> to teach them of the new and living way into the kingdom, the plan of salvation God was revealing in a deeper way

<opentext> And how often in every day life, does one see and observe people that know all of the right words, but yet lack an understanding of them? And how often are these people in positions of leadership or authority?
<chosen> most often
<disciple> that's 'normal…for most of those tagging themselves Christian
<greg> for many its a scripted plan of mans interpretation, not one that is truly written in the heart

<opentext> Jer 14:14, Then the LORD said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my name: I sent them not, neither have I commanded them, neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto you a false vision and divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their heart. KJV

<opentext> Thus why we are told to study to show ourselves approved unto God, and workman that has no need to be ashamed, for with the guidance of His Spirit they have taken the time and put forth the effort to rightly divide the word of truth.
<opentext> Why does one study the Word? Is it to impress people, or to show the world what a scholar one is? Or is it to receive counsel and instruction of how to be the more faithful and capable servant?
<chosen> to receive instruction from God on all that i have need of this day
<greg> it comes down to the motive of the heart, is it to show ourselves approved unto God, being a vessel fit for His use, or like many to have the right words, and no understanding of them
<disciple> it should be so we can learn more to stand fast and be that example of Christ Jesus so we can please Father and be the ministers of reconciliation that He asked of us

<opentext> So we can see then how easily scriptures can be misinterpreted, when only the understanding of the lower nature is applied. Thus we can see why the scripture was translated to "where Christ was named", rather then to where Christ was known.
<opentext> The other thing that one has to remain mindful of is that there is but one foundation that will stand before God.

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:11, For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. KJV

<opentext> Stop and consider also, all of the prophets that proceeded Him, Jesus Christ. Now if it is as assumed by most of those who teach the Word, that we were to never go where others had talked about Him, why then did Jesus Christ go and instruct the lost sheep of the house of Israel?
<disciple> they memorized the scriptures, but they didn't have a spiritual concept about who the Son of God was

<opentext> Is it any different today, with all those who profess to be born again Christians? They know many of the right words and passages of scripture, but do not have a heart knowledge of what they mean. Their lives are not reflective of the life that the Word asks of them. Yet, they claim to know Him and the way. (can’t see the forest through the trees)
<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul warned earlier in this letter, that if "any" man has not the Spirit of Christ, he is not one of His.

<opentext> Acts 10:38-39, 38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. 39 And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree: KJV

<opentext> When one accepts and acknowledge Jesus Christ as the Lord and savior of their life, they to are then anointed with the Holy Ghost and with power.
<opentext> And then it is time to learn of Him, so that one is given the proper instructions and counsel on how to be that example of the believer.
<opentext> Even for ourselves, how often did we think we had an understanding of the scriptures, only to find out when it was revealed to us, that we had barely scratched the surface of understanding?
<chosen^> that's happened many times
<disciple> many a time
<greg> 1 Cor 2:9-10, 9But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 10But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.  (KJV)

<greg> there is so much more depth available to those that are willing to move past the veil of the flesh, and allow the potter to have His way with us
<opentext> Now when you finally realized that you needed Jesus Christ in your life, was it because He had chased you down and cornered you? Or was it because you had finally come to Him?
<greg> I had finally come to Him on His terms and conditions, and it is for that same reason that I am able to stay grounded in His plan of salvation, agreeing to His plan of salvation
<disciple> one has to want to move past the veil of the flesh...Father won't step outside His holiness and come to one that is not seeking

<opentext> So let us understand that even though one is sent, that does not mean that one goes and chases people down, but rather they go to that place where Father has instructed them to be. To obey is better then sacrifice.
<opentext> It is when we are at that place that Father wants us to be, and we have studied to show ourselves approved unto Him, it is then that one will be properly prepared to have the answer for any man that asks the reason of the hope within them.
<opentext> This is the life that Jesus Christ lived, to be that example and show us the path that we too should follow.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<greg> o/

<opentext> yes greg

<greg> Isa 55:11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. (KJV)
           

The words that I speak unto you they are Spirit and the are Life! John 6:63
 And in them death is swallowed up in victory. 1Cor 15:54

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