12 January 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

<d-h> Father, thank you for the blessing of this time and opportunity to gather through Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour to partake of the bread of life You have for us this day. Thank You that You have prepared exactly that which You know each of us has need of.

 

<opentext> Rom 3:20Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 21But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 22Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:   (KJV)

 

<opentext> The law was given to man, to show man that sin was in his life.

<opentext> For a moment consider this: if you had been taught as a child that stealing was a way of life, then until someone showed you it was wrong, would you be aware of the fact that it was wrong?

<helpmate> no   <chosen> no   <d-h> no

<disciple> if i believed what they showed me, then...i would be aware, but not before

<opentext> Now the law was able to point out that we were sinful by the nature passed onto us by our parents, but it could do nothing about the sin.

<opentext> Once the grace and mercy of God was manifest [how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power] man did not know how or what to do about sin, other then to believe God's promise that a way of reconciliation was going to be made available to mankind.

<opentext> And the culmination of this promise was not made available to mankind then, until the day of Pentecost.

<opentext> Now, it is up to each individual, to seek God with a sincere heart, in order for the revelation of this promise to be manifest to the individual. It is available to any and all that will believe God, and then live in accordance with the revelation God gives.

 

<opentext> Rom 3:23For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 24Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: (KJV)

 

<opentext> Rom 3:23 Since we've compiled this long and sorry record as sinners (both us and them) and proved that we are utterly incapable of living the glorious lives God wills for us, 24 God did it for us. Out of sheer generosity he put us in right standing with himself. A pure gift. He got us out of the mess we're in and restored us to where he always wanted us to be. And he did it by means of Jesus Christ.  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> What most forget, is how strong this sin nature is ingrained within a person. It takes a constant and sincere effort in believing and then living in accordance with the revelation, for a person to then find favor with God.

<opentext> Yet, many start out on that path, but how many have the diligence and fortitude to continue that path until the end [or new beginning]?

<disciple> not many  <d-h> very few  <helpmate> very few   <chosen> few

<opentext> It takes a ruler or straight-edge to show a person if a line is the slightest bit crooked. Yet one is still not able to restore the original line.

<opentext> It takes a total transformation for that line to be replaced.

<opentext> Just as the law showed us that we were sinners, but it took Jesus Christ and the sacrifice that He made, to bring about a total transformation in and to the lives of those that will believe and then continue in it.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one try to please God, apart from the terms and conditions that He has set?

<disciple> impossible task, but many try to do that

<helpmate> one can try, but it is not going to please Father no matter how hard one tries

<d-h> g: we  need to learn to be content with that which He gives us

<opentext> One can trace and draw over the original line that was crooked, but all it really does is try to cover or hide the flaw. Just as when people apart from Jesus Christ try to please God, but are really only trying to hide or cover their sin, so it is not as apparent to man; but one must remember that they are not able to hide anything from God.

<opentext> It is only in Christ, and by the revelation of who He is and what He has accomplished, that one is able to be transformed.

 

<opentext> Rom 3:24[All] are justified and made upright and in right standing with God, freely and gratuitously by His grace (His unmerited favor and mercy), through the redemption which is [provided] in Christ Jesus, 25 Whom God put forward [before the eyes of all] as a mercy seat and propitiation by His blood [the cleansing and life-giving sacrifice of atonement and reconciliation, to be received] through faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in His divine forbearance He had passed over and ignored former sins without punishment. AMP

 

<opentext> Before Christ, people tried to maintain a strait and narrow path in the walk of life, without Christ, but all sinned and fell short of that mark [with the exception of the few that believed God's promise]. 

<opentext> Now that we have been given this great and precious gift, most still try to bring about the change without Christ, and then wonder why upon close inspection, their path is still crooked or has flaws.

<opentext> Until one is given or made aware that the old crooked line cannot be adequately repaired, they will continue to try to trace over and repair that crooked line. 

<opentext> In life, until one is made aware of the revelation of the mystery of the gospel of who they are in Christ, 

<opentext> they can try all they want to bring about repair, but their walk will still be crooked, until they receive the revelation from God, for transformation to take place and manifest in their life.

<opentext> How often do you try to make changes apart from Christ, and then wonder why they fail?

<disciple> have tried that...it's never worked

<d-h> g: when one hasn’t learnt to be content in whatever state they are

<chosen> when i hear my own will rather than His

<helpmate> it can't be done, but I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me

<opentext> It is not enough to hear the Word [for faith is by hearing], but one has to have a comprehension of that which they are hearing, in order to respond in accordance with the instructions given in the Message [revelation of what is being spoken to you by God].

<opentext> Today, you must not only hear that which God speaks to you, but seek His wisdom of what is being spoken to you!

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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