12 August 2004 Thursday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time which you have made for us, to come before you by and through Christ Jesus, that we may obtain that which we have

 need of to sustain us this day. With open hearts and minds, let us be attentive to all that

 you have for us this day.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. KJV

 
<opentext> We are to know this (Matt 13:11), and yet, without Christ, the wisdom and power of God (1Cor1:24), people will only guess or assume what it means.

<opentext> Without Christ, people will go by that which other people tell them (going by hearsay evidence), rather then by having a first hand knowledge that is given by God to those who love Him (1Cor 2:9-13, Gal 1:11-12), because of His masterful purpose and plan for reconciliation, which He put into operation before the foundation of the world.

1 Cor 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. (KJV)

Gal 1:11-12 But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. (KJV)

1 Pet 1:19-21 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God. (KJV)

Rom 16:25-27 Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith: To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for ever. Amen. (KJV)

<opentext> Before there can be a union, there has to be a love relationship. Once the love relationship is established, then the invitation can be given to those that are operating within the guidelines that Father has set forth.

<opentext> Many are called or invited to the wedding feast, but few fulfill the requests of the invitation. Matt 22:14 For many are called, but few are chosen. (KJV)
 

<opentext> Matt 22:11 And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment: 12 And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless. KJV

 

<opentext> Definition for called, in Romans 8:28: 2822  kletos-[called, invited (to a banquet) 

a) invited (by God in the proclamation of the Gospel) to obtain eternal salvation in the kingdom through Christ 

b) called to (the discharge of) some office, divinely selected and appointed

 
2 Pet 1:10-11  Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. (KJV)

2821  klesis (klay'-sis); from a shorter form of 2564; an invitation (figuratively):  KJV-- calling.

2821  klesis-

1) a calling, a calling to 

2) a call, an invitation 

a) to a feast 

b) used of the divine invitation to embrace salvation of God
<opentext> As with many words that we use today, the meaning has changed some what. When you hear the word called, do you think of being invited?

<chosen> no not normally   <helpmate> no

<opentext> Even though we love God, and have a heart that is seeking after Him, it is easy to see how easily man's wisdom can influence us, if we are not attentive to each and every word that proceeds forth from the mouth of God (Matt 4:4).

1 Cor 2:4-5 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. (KJV)

<opentext> So if we are to look at this verse with this understanding, it gives us a more complete picture of that which Paul is trying to get us to see here.

<opentext> All things work together for good, to them that love God, and have responded in full compliance with the invitation that is given to this wedding feast. The imposters in the crowd will be easily spotted and removed at the proper time.

Matt 13:24-30 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field: But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn. (KJV)

<opentext> So as we can see then, there is a bit more to this verse, then just that all things work together for good. One has to have His personal invitation, as well as to come in full compliance with the invitation.

 

<opentext> Luke 6:46  And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say? (KJV)

 
<opentext> Many call Him Lord, but is there that agape love there, or just an phileo understanding ?

<helpmate> for most the total love and trust is not there

<opentext> Agape= in-depth spiritual love    phileo= fleshly love or understanding [the lower nature]

<chosen> it won't be agape love until we get intimate with Him

<opentext> Many call Him Lord, but how many are there that truly respond out of love to that which He says, and asks of them?

<helpmate> not many...very few    <chosen> few

<opentext> If you have a recipe, and you look at the instructions, but do not follow them, will the product turn out as described on the instructions?

<helpmate> usually not   <chosen> no

<opentext> So what can one expect, when they will read the Word, maybe even hear the Word, but will not follow the instructions for life within it (James 1:22-25), how can they really expect all things to work together for good, since they are not following the instructions?

<helpmate> they should not, but they do expect things to be good for them

<chosen> it can't happen

James 1:22-25 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.
For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. (KJV)
John 5:39-40 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. (KJV)
2 Tim 3:1-7 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to  parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. (KJV)
<opentext> When things do not go quite as we expect that they should, is the first thing that one checks, is to make sure they were in full compliance with the instructions given by Father for eternal life?

<helpmate> should be, but for most...no

 
2 Cor 13:5 Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves……. (KJV)
<opentext> Eph 3:19And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. (KJV)

 

<opentext> To know the love of Christ! That you "might" be filled. Those that hunger and thirst after righteousness {Christ} shall be filled.

Matt 5:6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. (KJV)

<opentext> Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation (2Cor 5:17, Gal 6:15); for in Him dwelt all of the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and you are complete in Him (Col 2:9-10). 

<opentext> We have received everything that is necessary, in order to comply with the instructions, to obtain eternal life with Him. 

John 16:13-15 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you. (KJV)

I Jn 2:20 But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things. (KJV)

I Jn 2:27 But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him. (KJV)

<opentext> Now, it is whether or not, we will continue in that love (John 8:31, 15:4, 15:9), and comply with His purpose and plan for our life, that we might be pleasing to Him, in all that we say, in all that we do, and then, all things will work together for our good, in obtaining the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus (Phil 3:14).

Matt 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. (KJV)
John 12:49-50 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. 
And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak. (KJV)
John 8:29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. (KJV)
<opentext> Today, it is your choice, your decision, as to how much you will choose to comply with His invitation to you.

 Josh 24:15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. (KJV)
Eph 6:6 ……..but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart; (KJV)

Luke 22:42 Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done. (KJV)

John 4:34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work. (KJV)
John 17:4-5 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was. (KJV)
1 Tim 6:12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses. (KJV)
2 Tim 4:6-8 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. (KJV)
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