11 September 2005 Sunday Food for thought!

 

John 16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. KJV

 

            [That in me ye might have peace.] I give you this warning as another proof that I know all things, and to the end that ye may look to me alone for peace and happiness. The peace of God is ever to be understood as including all possible blessedness-- light, strength, comfort, support, a sense of the divine favour, unction of the Holy Spirit, purification of heart, etc., etc., and all these to be enjoyed in Christ.

            [In the world ye shalt have tribulation] Or, as most of the very best MSS. read, echete (grk 2192), ye have-- the tribulation is at hand; ye are just about to be plunged into it.

            [But be of good cheer] Do not despond on account of what I have said: the world shall not be able to overcome you, how severely soever it may try you.

            [I have overcome the world.] I am just now going by my death to put it and its god to the rout.

            My apparent weakness shall be my victory; my ignominy shall be my glory; and the victory which the world, the Devil, and my adversaries in general, shall appear to gain over me, shall be their own lasting defeat, and my eternal triumph.-- Fear not! (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

            In spite of all that is going on in the world today, one can have confidence in the promises of God, if they continue in the faith, if they continue in His Word. This is accomplished by being that active participant in and of the divine nature of Christ. The end result of this relationship with Him, is the peace of God which passes all understanding.

 

            Is the peace of God that which is ruling in your heart this day? Or is it troubled by all that is going on within the world? Food for thought!
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