11 May 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

<greg> Father we come boldly before your throne of grace this day, ever so grateful for the opportunity to fellowship with you and the brethren in spirit and in truth, walking in the wisdom and knowledge of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which allows us to abide in heavenly places, and seek those things which are above this day.

<opentext> Rom 12:9-10, 9[Let your] love be sincere (a real thing); hate what is evil [loathe all ungodliness, turn in horror from wickedness], but hold fast to that which is good. 10 Love one another with brotherly affection [as members of one family], giving precedence and showing honor to one another. AMP

<opentext> And to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge...that you might be filled with all of the fulness of God.

<opentext> If the love of Christ is what is abiding within us, then one will have no place for the evil of this present world within their life. Especially since one will then comprehend that it is that evil that put the Lord to death.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that Christians confuse the love of this world with the love of Christ? And why is this?

<greg> I see people mistaken emotions for spirit, what many tell me is spiritual is nothing more than a cheap thrill in the flesh

<chosen> when they don't have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil

<opentext> If they are not able to be partakers of the divine nature, then they are not able to walk in the Spirit. And if they are not able to be partakers of His divine nature, then they will not have any discernment [ability to see or differentiate] between what is spiritual and that which is physical.

<opentext> Thus why Jesus Christ told the people, as He pointed to the crowd, that His family was made up of those that sought and did the will of God in their life.

<opentext> So one has to have a sincere love of God operating in their life, in order to turn away from evil, and to know what it is that they are to hold fast to.

<opentext> Thus why we are told to hold fast the profession of faith without wavering.

<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul continues, that we are to be operating in that brotherly love; that is, operating within Father's family.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that people are not able to discern between the two?  [physical family versus Father's family]

<greg> many think its their duty to save those of their physical nature, and don’t realize that the Lord himself was not welcome with his own earthly family

<opentext> And if they cannot discern between the fleshly family and the spiritual family, do you think they will have respect for the love of Christ which abides within their brothers and sisters in Christ?

<chosen> no    <at-peace> no

<greg> they wont know who the real brothers and sisters in Christ are

<opentext> So we can see then how as Paul progresses in this chapter, how that he is showing us how the character of Jesus Christ is supposed to be growing and developing within us. And as such, then one has to recognize where they have been delivered from and translated to. And once they recognize this, then they have to make the choice to either stay in their new home, or whether they will try to return to their old nature.

<opentext> So we can see why Paul has been attempting to show us here, how and why the body of Christ is supposed to grow and work together, for the good of the body of Christ.

<opentext> Romans 12:10  As for brotherly love, be affectionate to one another; in matters of worldly honor, yield to one another. Weymouth's New Testament

<opentext> One has to remember that the Lord said that those that want to be great in His Father's kingdom, must learn to be the servant of all.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that we see so called christians trying to fight to see who occupies center stage?

<chosen> most want to, caught up in pride

<opentext> If one is being an active participant in and of the divine nature of Christ, they will see the great love that the Father and Son have already manifest to us and for us, and thus one will want all the praise, honor and glory to go to Them.

<opentext> And when one sees this,  then they will want everyone to see this great love in operation within their life, so that they might make to choice to become a partaker as well.

<opentext> Look at the advertising that the world does in order to try to lure people into their world and their way of thinking.

<opentext> That is why the Christian is supposed to have the love of Christ shining from within, so that they can be that signpost that points the people to Father by and through Christ Jesus. Showing the great love that there is within Father's family.

<opentext> Gal 5:15-16, 15 But if you bite and devour one another [in partisan strife], be careful that you [and your whole fellowship] are not consumed by one another.16 But I say, walk and live [habitually] in the [Holy] Spirit [responsive to and controlled and guided by the Spirit]; then you will certainly not gratify the cravings and desires of the flesh (of human nature without God).

AMP

<opentext> Today, we have the opportunity, the privilege of presenting the love of God to the world that is around us. 

<greg> yes, i have been looking for this verse for the last five minutes, when we were talking about center stage

<greg> Luke 14:8-11, 8 When thou art bidden of any man to a wedding, sit not down in the highest room; lest a more honourable man than thou be bidden of him; 9 And he that bade thee and him come and say to thee, Give this man place; and thou begin with shame to take the lowest room. 10 But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest room; that when he that bade thee cometh, he may say unto thee, Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou have worship in the presence of them that sit at meat with thee.  11    For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. (KJV)

<greg> most don’t know their place and calling in the body of Christ, and think that they have to occupy the highest seat to be effective

<opentext> learning to be content within the body of Christ

<greg> its totally opposite of what the world has taught all our lives
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