11 January 2006 Wednesday Bible study.
 
<chosen> Father we thank you for your love that you have graciously given to us, we pray that we will never take it for granted but allow it to be shed abroad in our hearts so that we may share it with others. We thank you for this time in your Word and for all that you have made available to us by and through your Son Christ Jesus our Lord
 
<opentext> Romans 15:20  making it my ambition, however, not to tell the Good News where Christ's name was already known, for fear I should be building on another man's foundation. Weymouth's New Testament
 
<opentext> I like the way that Weymouth says " where Christ name was already known". Many people have heard of the name of Christ, but there are few that truly know Him.
<opentext> And while it is true that we do not comprehend everything about Him yet, it is something that we will continue to mature in and develop in as long as we are yet here on our journey.
<opentext> Stop and consider when you were first born again and what you thought you knew of God and salvation, and to what you understand now of your active participation in His divine nature; and we know there is no comparison. There was much that one thought that they knew, but the reality was that much of what one thought they knew was based upon
 traditions, rituals, and even myths.
<opentext> Many people read this portion of scripture and assume that everyone who calls themselves a Christian knows who Christ is. Yet, do you think this is true?
<chosen> not at all
<at-peace> many have a form of godliness but deny the power (Christ) thereof
<greg> many know Him, but few are known of Him
<disciple> no way...most are shallow fleshy creatures without any knowledge of a personal relationship with Father through Christ Jesus
<opentext> Even among those who call themselves Christians, some say that the Spirit is not for today, and yet earlier in this letter Paul was clear to tell us, that if any man has not the Spirit of Christ, they are not one of His.
<opentext> Rom 15:20-21, 20 Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build upon another man's foundation: 21 But as it is written, To whom he was not spoken of, they shall see: and they that have not heard shall understand. KJV
<opentext> As said earlier, many have heard of Christ, but few have a knowledge of who He is. They have man's interpretation of who they think He might be, but they do not have a working knowledge based in and on the wisdom of God.
<opentext> Stop and consider what you have had to overcome since you became a Christian; how many things did you have to uproot, that were hindering you from entering into a deeper and sincere relationship with Him?
<chosen> very many
<greg> I still have to consider some of the old thinking I still carry around, and how subtle it is if one is not watching and praying always, exercising the senses to discern the old and new.
<disciple> there were many, and Father still works with me everyday to overcome and uproot things that blocks my relationship with Him in various areas
<opentext> Think of it in this manner; if you are introduced to someone, you now know who they are, but what do you really know about them?
<chosen> no
<disciple> no
<at-peace> i can do nothing of myself it was only as i grew in grace and in the knowledge of Christ that i was able to uproot any of the hindrances between me and a deeper and sincere relationship with Him
<greg> until a relationship is established, with trust and commitment, as well as communication, very little
<opentext> So can you see then how many misinterpret this scripture, thinking that since people know of Christ, that they have an understanding of Him. Yet as we examine this and look at the facts, we can see then that there are not many that
 know who Christ is, nor how He wants to live and operate in the believers life.
<opentext> So many people have heard tales of Christ, but how many have really been presented with the truth concerning Him?
<disciple> not many, since most don't know Him
<chosen> only those truly seeking an intimate relationship with Him
<greg> yes, and that is what is enlightening about this study today that I haven’t seen before, how Paul is saying i am not
 going to build on what man thinks is the foundation, but I will take this to the next level beyond the veil of the flesh, very enlightening
<at-peace> few... many are called but few take the time to seek to know if the truth is being presented concerning Him
<opentext> Often times even we take for granted our active participation in and of His divine nature, and forget to allow that light to shine forth from us. God sent His Word to all of the world. Think about that for a moment.
<opentext> Just as Christ, the Word of God, the power and wisdom of God, was sent to all of the world, then what about those that are active partakers of His divine nature? If we are a part of the one Lord, the one faith, then where ever that we are at, we have been sent by God, if we are seeking to operate within His will.
<opentext> Thus why one needs to be that example of the believer in the way they conduct themselves, in what words they speak, in how they communicate the love of God to those who are around them.
<opentext> Yet, how often does one allow the external situation dictate to them, rather then being led by the Spirit of God?
<greg> without a firm foundation, and the ability to see beyond the veil, they become led by the external and not the Spirit
<at-peace> when one walks by sight and not by faith... looking at the external situation and instead of the way of escape that has been prepared for them
<chosen> when one's focus is incorrect
<opentext> So we can see then the difference in where Christ is named; and where Christ is known. Many people are able to introduce others to Christ, but few have the knowledge to show people how to become partakers of His divine nature. So be mindful of that ability that is within you, that enables you to present this love and knowledge of God to those who have heard His name, but do not know who He is.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<greg> o/

<opentext> yes greg

<greg> Eph 4:18-21 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.
 But ye have not so learned Christ; If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: (KJV)

<greg> many have looked at Christ after the flesh, Paul pointed them to the new man on the inward

<greg> and then further went on to explain to them how to be an active participant in the divine nature as well

<greg> Eph 4:22-24 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. (KJV)

<opentext> And many yet only look at Jesus of Nazareth, and have no comprehension of how Christ abode within Him, and how He was the forerunner to show us and bring us to that place to understand that that is what Father has for us as well.

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> Acts 10:38, How God anointed and consecrated Jesus of Nazareth with the [Holy] Spirit and with strength and ability and power; how He went about doing good and, in particular, curing all who were harassed and oppressed by [the power of] the devil, for God was with Him AMP

<greg> I have gone back and forth with these verses in Romans, and have often wondered where Paul was coming from, and now am enlightened to what Father was showing them, very enlightening study thanks

<opentext> Now think about this, Israel knew well of God, and His promises. So why then did Jesus Christ have to preach to them?

<opentext> we will start tomorrow's study off with that question 
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<opentext> always exciting when Father removes the fables and wives fables that man has applied to His Word

<greg> and that is all Paul desired, was to take them to a deeper level, and show them what is beyong the veil of the flesh, to a realm exceeding and abundantly above all that they could ever ask or think of

<opentext> removing the cloud of myths and traditions

<greg> to know the love of Christ that passeth any knowledge, tradition, and myth that man could ever come up with 

<opentext> was just thinking how in the OT often times the Lord was in a cloud...some physical thing that hindered their sight

<greg> or the time moses had to stand in between the rock, and not look directly as the glory of the Lord passed by

<greg> Exod 33:19-23 And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy. And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and live. And the LORD said, Behold, there is a place by me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock: And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand while I pass by: And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts: but my face shall not be seen. (KJV)

<greg> talk to the hand

<opentext> hmmm...who sits at the right hand?
<greg> yes indeed

<opentext> thus why Jesus Christ said that if we have seen Him, we have seen the Father
<at-peace> 1 Cor 13:12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. (KJV)

