11 February 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we are thankful for this day and this time that we have been blessed with to fellowship with You, and to receive from You that spiritual nourishment that we need to sustain us this day, by and through the grace delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus.

 

<opentext> Rom 4:20-22, 20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; 21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. 22 And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. KJV

 

<opentext> Abraham did not stagger at the promise of God. One that staggers, is not on a sure course, but is being blown off course by every wind of doctrine that comes by or through. Yet, how often does one halt or hesitate between two opinions?

<disciple> anytime they are struggling with the lower nature

<at-peace> when one has not heard the full counsel of the Lord

 

<opentext> Abraham was fully persuaded, that that which God promised, that He was able to do. When God says something to you, are you always fully persuaded that He is capable of delivering that which He promises?

<disciple> not always...sometimes flesh creates doubt   <chosen> not always

 

<opentext> And why is it that one doubts Father's capabilities? Is it that one forgets what He has already delivered us from? That one has allowed their relationship with Him to deteriorate?

<disciple> ouch...yes, sometimes forget     <chosen> yes

 

<opentext> Note, that Abraham was strong in faith, giving glory to God. Now, when we forget to praise Him, and to remain thankful for all that He has done in and on our behalf, isn't that when doubt and fear begins to enter the arena?

<disciple> yep   <chosen> yes too focused on the physical circumstance

 

<opentext> Abraham did not flinch at that which God promised Him. God said it, Abraham believed it. Yet, how often when God tells you that He will do something for you, does one respond by asking God if He is sure that He will do it?

<chosen> sometimes...when walking by sight rather than by faith

 

<opentext> Or, to question God and His abilities, when it does not happen or manifest in our timetable?

<disciple> usually wonder if i am doing something to hinder Him from doing something in my life

<chosen> getting ahead of Him

 

<opentext> So we should be seeing some of the circumstances that can cause one to stagger at the promises of God. Faith, one's ability to hear the Message delivered by and through Christ Jesus, and to know that that which we hear from Him is true, and allow it to immediately become a way of life and living.

 

<opentext> Rom 4:23-24, 23 Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; 24 But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; KJV

 

<opentext> Each and every time we see God work, whether in our life or in someone else’s, it should be an encouragement to us and for us. Just as we see here how Paul says that the Word was not scribed just for Abraham's sake, but for ours as well, to allow us to see that God is faithful to any that will hear, and then adhere to His Word. Yet, how often is it, then when we see God working in someone else’s life, that the devil comes along and immediately asks you why have you been left out? Or, ask why they are more special then you?

<disciple> when they are being used, and i don't see me being used, i sometimes wonder that

<at-peace> at times i have heard "you must be doing something wrong"

 

<opentext> One has to remember, to always be cognizant of the fact that God is not a respecter of persons. That He so loved the world, that He gave His Son, that whosoever will believe, is able to be delivered. Now, another thing that one often overlooks, is that the promise to Abraham was not immediately seen, but that it was years before it was manifest. Yet, because we can read the account in a matter of minutes, doesn't one often assume that that was all the longer that it was?

<chosen> sometimes we would prefer it to be

<disciple> yes, have done that countless times, but am now hearing truth

<at-peace> precept upon precept, line upon line

<at-peace> one doesn't always realize or remember the growth that had to occur

 

<opentext> If one will reflect with God in and on their life, they will see the many things that God has already brought to pass within their life. And many of those things are of great inspiration to others. Yet, in spite of all that God has already accomplished for us, how easy is it to doubt that He will bring the work within us to completion?

<disciple> it's when we focus so much on ourselves and not His Word, that we get discouraged and doubt His work in us

<at-peace> easy when one forgets that His grace is sufficient

<at-peace> and when one focuses on the big picture instead of today

<opentext> Abraham believed God, and did not stagger or waver at that which God promised. Today, you and i have to opportunity to be partakers of the divine nature of Christ made available to us and for us, so that we can hear and obey all that God may ask of us. All of Father's promises are yea and amen, to those that hold Him to His Word.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

 

<at-peace> o/           <opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> was just hearing that He brings us to completion every day as we allow... what He sees fit to be accomplished today... yesterday is gone and tomorrow is not here…precept upon precept, line upon line in His time, not ours

<opentext> He is the potter, and we are the clay...
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