11 August 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 <at-peace> Father, we thank you for this day and time in fellowship together that you have prepared for us that will enable us to remain on the strait and narrow path, focused on the mark for the prize doing all this day to please you through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 
<opentext> Rom 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. KJV

 

<opentext> All things work together for good, to them that love God, and, to those who remain (John 8:31-32, Col 1:23) called according to His purpose. Now note that it does not say that all things are good, but rather that all things work together for our good, when we remain faithful to Him in love, and continue to walk according to His purpose and plan.

<opentext> If one does not really and fully love Him, they will have no incentive, no desire to live a life that will be pleasing to Him, according to His purpose and plan for mankind.

 

<opentext> I Jn 3:8, He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. (KJV)

 

<opentext> As we can recall from Paul talking to the Galatians, that Paul described the will of God for us in plain and simple details, that we might be delivered from our sins, and from the evil of this present world (Gal 1:4). This is the purpose that the Son of God was manifest in the flesh (John 1:14, Phil 2:5-8, 1Tim 3:16).

<opentext> Now, even though one may recognize this, and even acknowledge this, does one always remain where they should be within the body of Christ?

<chosen> no not always

<at-peace> no, at times one allows the cares of this life to enter in and pull one down from the heavenlies (Mark 4:19, Eph 2:5-7)
 

<opentext> We love God, we recognize His purpose and plan, yet we do not always stay or remain within the boundaries of His grace. Why is this?

<at-peace> at times one leans to their own understanding and proceed from there(Prov 3:5)
<at-peace> which can put one in the position of being outside the boundaries of His grace
Prov 16:25 There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death. (KJV)

Prov 12:15 The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise. (KJV)

<opentext> One leans to their own understanding, that being the works, the leadings and leanings of the flesh, the lower nature. And why does this happen? Because maybe one does not remain an active participant of His divine nature?

<chosen> yes getting caught up in the things of this world (2Tim 2:4)
 

<opentext> In each and every decision we make; in each and every word that we speak; life and death lie in the balance. Yet, does one always remain mindful of this before they make the choice, or speak the words?

<disciple> not always

<at-peace> one should, but at times fall short

<chosen> not always

 

<opentext> Eph 1:11-12, 11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Note how Paul says, who first trusted in Christ. When we make the wrong decision, when we speak the wrong words, did our trust first remain in Him?

<disciple> couldn't have, or it would not have been a wrong decision/words

<greg> we have a choice in each and every word or decision, we either first trust, or first frustrate the grace given (Gal 2:21)
<chosen> no

<opentext> So we can see then, that one has to remain called according to His purpose, and walking within the boundaries of His plan, for all things to work together for our good. One has to remain not only an active participant of His divine nature, but a continual partner as well. Continuing in the faith, grounded and settled, and not moved away from the hope of this Good News (2 Peter 1:4, Col 1:23).

<opentext> Now again, we have to note or be aware of how Paul states things in this verse; that our love for God, has to be the motivation that causes us to want to remain within His purpose and plan. If the love is left out, what will happen?

<disciple> then we will be allowing the flesh to lead and guide us...doing things for works sake, not to please Father

<chosen> everything we do will be based from selfish motives

<at-peace> without love one can do nothing to please Him

 

<opentext> So we can see then that love has to be our motivation, to abide in His love, so that we will live a life that will be pleasing to Him. Anything else will be of works, of traditions, rituals. All of those things established by man, rather then by the love of God.

 

<opentext> Eph 3:9-11, 9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: 10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, 11 According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: (KJV)

 

<opentext> As we can recall, that Paul started of the letter to the Romans, talking about the mystery of the gospel, and how throughout this epistle, now tries to put forth that which will cause people to see this fellowship, and the intimacy involved in it and with it.

<opentext> One has to walk in the Spirit (Gal 5:16, 5:25), in order to be able to continue in God's purpose and plan. So what is it that causes one to not stay on the strait and narrow path?

<disciple> lured off the path by the temptations of the world...yielding to sight, rather than walking by faith

<chosen> fleshly temptations 

 <at-peace> James 1:14But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Rev 2:2-4, 2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars: 3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted. 4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. (KJV)

 

<opentext> If love does not remain the motivating factor for all that we do or say, what will happen? Doesn't it become a tradition or ritual? And then what happens to the intimacy that we once had?

<disciple> we will lose the intimacy with Father...He will just be an icon, and not somebody that is real and alive in our hearts

 

<opentext> Eph 3:19  [That you may really come] to know [practically, through experience for yourselves] the love of Christ, which far surpasses mere knowledge [without experience]; that you may be filled [through all your being]  unto all the fullness of God [may have the richest measure of the divine Presence, and become a body wholly filled and flooded with God Himself]! AMP

 

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

 <at-peace> 2 Cor 9:7-8  Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: (KJV)

<at-peace> if one loses that intimacy they will be doing this grudgingly and not out of a pure and willing heart.
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I Jn 2:15-17 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. (KJV)

1 Cor 2:9-12 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. (KJV) 
Eph 3:20-21 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. (KJV)

