10 September 2005 Saturday Food for thought!

            As Paul continues on about the things that carnal people do in pretending to be Christians, he goes on in this next verse to give a very in-depth description of many who appear [having a form or fashion of godliness] to be close to the truth but are merely wolves in sheep’s clothing.

2 Timothy 3:5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. KJV

            [Having a form of godliness] The original word morphoosis  (grk 3446) signifies a draught, sketch, or summary, and will apply well to those who have all their religion in their creed, confession of faith, catechism, bodies of divinity, etc., while destitute of the life of God in their souls; and are not only destitute of this life, but deny that such life or power is here to be experienced or known. They have religion in their creed, but none in their hearts. And perhaps to their summary they add a decent round of religious observances. From such turn away-- not only do not imitate them, but have no kind of fellowship with them; they are a dangerous people, and but seldom suspected, because their outside is fair. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

            They deny the power of God, and one has to remember that Christ is the wisdom and power of God. So how do they do this? They have no knowledge of the mystery of the kingdom of God; thus, they have no concept of how to be active participants in and of the divine nature of Christ. From this sort Paul tells us, that we should turn away from them. How confident are you of your relationship with the Father this day? Is it based on a religious creed, or an intimate and personal relationship with the Father by and through Christ Jesus? Food for thought!
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