Bible Study Thursday 10 October 2002
 

What if today, you will follow Him, regardless of what anyone else says or does?

 

2 Timothy 4:16-17 At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge. 17 Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. KJV

 

[No man stood with me] Paul had many friends in Rome, but it seems that they did not wish to appear as such when he was put on trial for his life. They were doubtless afraid that they would be identified with him, and would endanger their own lives. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

2 Timothy 4:16 At my first defense I had no one at my side, but all deserted me. May it not be laid to their charge. (Weymouth's New Testament)

 

How often does one look to the crowds for support, rather than to remain focused in and on the Lord?

 

Our apostle here complains of the timorousness of weak Christians in their carriage towards him, at his first appearing before Nero the emperor of Rome, or some of his officers; they deserted him, they all deserted him, very few durst own him. But this was out of weakness and timorousness, not out of maliciousness, as Alexander in the former verse; therefore, St. Paul prays for them. That God would not lay it to their charge, but pity and pardon their infirmity. (From William Burkitt Commentary)

 

Whether or not it was only at the court of Nero; or whether it was every time that Paul expounded that there was salvation in none other than Jesus Christ of Nazareth, one must come to the place that their eyes have to be fixed on the mark of the prize as Paul’s were. People will come and go; however, the Word of God is forever settled in heaven and should be the same within one’s heart.

 

Learn hence, How hard it will go with the holiest of saints, if God should lay but one sin, though a sin of infirmity, to their charge; it would sink them to the lowest hell. Lord! how sad must it then be to have the sins of the wicked man's whole life charged upon him! (From William Burkitt Commentary)

 

Learn, 2. That the holiest servants of God, in a suffering hour, may and must expect to be left alone, forsaken of all their friends, none daring to open their mouth, and speak a word for them: The apostle met with it here, and a greater than he before him; when Christ was apprehended, all the disciples forsook him, and fled. (From William Burkitt Commentary)

 

One often forgets that ALL those who live Godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution. So, being a Christian, this (persecution) is what one must expect in their walk with God. Many are called, but few are willing to make the commitment that is essential to get them to Father’s house safely, as one of His.

 

Come follow me, the Lord said. Today, will you follow Him or the crowd?
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