10 November 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and all that you have in store for us that will keep and sustain us and enable us to not be as the many, but be as the few honoring you with our heart and life giving your the praise, honor, and glory that you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 10:2-3, 2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. KJV

 

<opentext> Note how Paul says that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. There is only one kind of right knowledge, and that is from God, everything else is just a cheap imitation.

<opentext> Have you ever noticed that when a very good product comes along, that it does not take very long for a cheap imitation to come along?

<disciple> yes    <chosen> yes

 

<opentext> And when they sell these cheap imitations, that they set up stands almost any place, and they may be there one week, but gone the next.

<opentext> Now if we will recall from the Message translation from yesterday for verse 3, Paul talks about how they set up stands on the wrong side of the street to sell this so called knowledge that they think they have, on how they think one might find or obtain right standing with God.

<opentext> I often think of how these people say they have this fresh revelation from God, that is essential for them to grow, and for $39.95, they can get a copy of this great revelation that they say they received.

<opentext> Now, can any of you find within the gospels, where Jesus Christ was selling or peddling for profit, His fresh revelations from God?

<disciple> never     <chosen> no

<at-peace> nope... freely He received and freely He gave 

 

<opentext> So then if we know that Jesus Christ never did this, then why are the people so duped by these so called preachers?

<disciple> they think it's worthless unless they pay for it...trying to buy righteousness in a tape

<opentext> And whether we like to admit it or not, we all at one time or another, we too were taken in by these peddlers of fake merchandise.

 

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:18, So am I getting anything out of it? Yes, as a matter of fact: the pleasure of proclaiming the Message at no cost to you. You don't even have to pay my expenses!  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:18, What then is the [actual] reward that I get? Just this: that in my preaching the good news (the Gospel), I may offer it [absolutely] free of expense [to anybody], not taking advantage of my rights and privileges [as a preacher] of the Gospel. AMP

 

<opentext> Now remember also that the Message translation from verse 3 said that they set up there shops on the wrong side of the street. Their places of business were set up on the other side of "the way of the flesh". 

<opentext> We also can recall from Galatians, that Paul tells us that until he set aside all of the trappings of the flesh, the Father was not able to reveal His Son within Paul.

<opentext> How often is it that ones possessions of this world, blind one from being able to hear and see that which God has for them?

<disciple> can be easy to be ensnared by the things of this world, if one is not focused constantly on the Prize

 

<opentext> Rom 10:3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. KJV

 

<opentext> We often read the verses, but one does not always hear the verses. Note again how Paul says that they go about to establish their own righteousness. They go about to lay their foundation apart from the one foundation that has been laid, Christ.

<opentext> They have not submitted themselves to the righteousness that God established through Christ [when He, Christ became sin for me] and have set about to devise their own ways and schemes for which they think one can gain entrance into His kingdom.

<opentext> And when do people buy into these schemes and such, when they don't have the time or patience to wait on God? When God is not doing things according to their timetable?

<disciple> yes    <chosen> yes

 

<opentext> Those that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength. Yet, is one always willing to wait for Father's timing, or does one often want to get ahead of Him?

<disciple> sometimes get ahead...being impatient and running ahead of Him

<chosen> sometimes ahead and sometimes slacking off way behind

<at-peace> if walking by faith one will have the patience and be willing to wait, if by sight one will allow their flesh to run ahead on them

<opentext> Trust in the Lord with "all" of thine heart, and lean not to thine own understanding. So then what happens when one only trusts with a part of their heart? Is that when the stinking thinking process begins?

<disciple> yes               <chosen> yes

<at-peace> doubt enters in... yes… like leaving the door cracked open a bit and this allows doubt to enter in

 

<opentext> So then we can see, any time that we try to establish our own way to God, apart from the foundation that He has laid in Christ, one joins the peddlers and merchandisers on the wrong side of the street.

<opentext> People start looking for short-cuts, or easy deals by which they think that they will be able to gain entrance into the kingdom of God.

 

<opentext> Isa 64:6-7, 6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousness are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. 7 And there is none that calleth upon thy name, that stirreth up himself to take hold of thee: for thou hast hid thy face from us, and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities.  (KJV)

 

<opentext> These verses in Isaiah give us a clear description of what we become when we attempt to do anything apart from Christ. When on the wrong side of the street, on the wrong side of the veil of the flesh, one's sight becomes blurred, and their hearing becomes dull.

<opentext> And in a matter of time, then one looks for any way to try to obtain the kingdom of God. Yet, the Word is clear to tells us, that there is but one way into Father's kingdom, and that is by the way Jesus Christ set for us to follow, by the guidance of His Spirit, and it is only this way that can lead one to eternal life.

<opentext> Anything or any other way, is nothing more then a cheap imitation set up by those who are using God and His Word for their gain.
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