10 January 2005 Monday Bible study.

<chosen> we thank you Father for this day and for all that you have provided for us your children to allow us to come to your throne of grace so that we might learn more of you... we are thankful for your love for us and for making this time possible for us in fellowship together, through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> Rom 11:7 What then [shall we conclude]? Israel failed to obtain what it sought [God's favor by obedience to the Law]. Only the elect (those chosen few) obtained it, while the rest of them became callously indifferent (blinded, hardened, and made insensible to it). AMP

Heb 11:5-6 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. (KJV)
Heb 4:1-2 Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it. For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. (KJV)
<opentext> Now we are all familiar with the UPS delivery company. And for a package to be delivered to you, one has to be home, and be available to sign for the package. But, what happens if those conditions are not met?

<chosen> you will not get the package   <disciple> what steph said

<opentext> Israel failed to obtain that which God had for them, because they were not there to meet the conditions for obtaining that which God had for them. Well, the same is true when one fails to be available to receive the gift that God has for His children. Yet, how often does a person blame God for their failure to comply with the law of faith that God has set forth?

<disciple> many do that

<chosen> when not willing to take a look in the mirror at their own faults

<opentext> And then, when one is not at "home" to receive the gift, how much harder does their heart get, because they "feel" that God has let them down?

<chosen> very much   <at-peace> the heart hardens if one listened to the wrong voice

<opentext> And then once the grumbling and mumbling starts, how difficult is it for one to hear, to receive the proper counsel from God?

<chosen> very hard    <disciple> very difficult

<at-peace> when there is a storm going on in the mind it dulls the hearing

<opentext> So if the hearing is impaired, how hard is it to clearly hear the Message that Christ wants to deliver to you?

<disciple> difficult   <chosen> we would only hear our own thoughts not His

<opentext> So we can then see how the individuals mindset can affect their ability to hear and then give proper audience to God, and the counsel that He has for them.

<opentext> Rom 11:8 As it is written, God gave them a spirit (an attitude) of stupor, eyes that should not see and ears that should not hear, [that has continued] down to this very day. AMP

2 Cor 3:13-16 And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel could not stedfastly look to the end of that which is abolished: But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ. But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. (KJV)

<opentext> Now it wasn't that God wanted to give them a spirit or attitude of stupor or dull hearing, but rather this is what they asked for. 

<opentext> How often is it then when we ask for the wrong things, and then things go seriously awry, does one then get mad at God?

<disciple> i get mad at myself   <chosen> have done that

James 4:1-3 From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members? Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may  consume it upon your lusts. (KJV)

<opentext> Let's look at it this way for a moment, if you are going somewhere, and the car breaks down in the  middle of no where, how often is it that the person gets mad at the car; maybe even call it some not very nice things, and maybe even curse it?

<chosen> have done that

<at-peace> had done that in the past, and have heard many others do the same

<disciple> yes, have done that in the past

<opentext> When this happens, the vast majority of the time, it is because one failed to hear to comply with the proper maintenance, and thus they got themselves in the middle of that predicament. Yelling at the car, and telling it how dumb it is, will not rectify the situation. One has to clear their mind, and be able to hear Father's counsel on how to be delivered from that situation. 
IKing 19:9-12 And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; and, behold, the word of the LORD came to him, and he said unto him, What doest thou here, Elijah? And he said, I have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the LORD. And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the LORD; but the LORD was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the LORD was not in the earthquake: And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice. (KJV)

<opentext> Now, Father may send a solution that one does not want to hear; or expect God to deliver them in a manner that they want. So what happens if God does not meet or use our expectations?  One could be stranded there 40 years maybe?

<disciple> lol...yes    <chosen> yes    <at-peace> yes 

<opentext> Now note at the end of verse 8, that is says that it continues until this day. Once one gets themselves into a rut or trench, how difficult is it to get out, unless one is truly willing and able to accept responsibility for their ineptness?

<chosen> it can be very difficult

<at-peace> it can be very difficult because of the blindness of the heart... one needs the illumination to see the way of escape Ps 119:105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. (KJV)

<disciple> just about impossible
<opentext> It is impossible! 

<opentext> 2 Chron 7:14,  If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. KJV

<opentext> I can think of many times in my life, that i was waiting for God to work in a certain way, limited by my inability to hear and believe at the time. It was not until my thinking came in line with His thinking, that i was able to be delivered.

<opentext> How often does our limited trust, hinder God from working in our life?

<disciple> anytime we have conditions on trust, it will hinder Father from fully working in our lives

<opentext> How often does one come to a Red sea in their life, with the enemy quickly closing in, and are waiting for God to send a boat, rather the believing God to part the sea and allow them to walk across on dry ground?

<disciple> maybe not hearing clear enough to take the solution Father offers

<at-peace> whenever one is walking by sight rather than by faith

<chosen> when doubting

<at-peace> when looking at the problem and not seeking the solution

<opentext> Jesus Christ said to come follow Him (Mark 8:34, Luke 18:23, John 12:26). So one has to stay focused in and on the strait and narrow path (Matt 7:13-14), in order to get to the proper destination.

John 14:3-6 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. (KJV)
John 17:24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. (KJV)
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