10 August 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time you have prepared for us to partake of your words of life and truth that will encourage and enable us this day to remain attentive and sensitive to your leading and guiding that will bring us closer and more intimate with you through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 13:9, For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. KJV

 

<opentext> In the preceding verse, Paul told us that we are to owe no man anything but love, and here in verse 9 Paul expands on that thought just a bit more.

<opentext> Now what one must consider, is what does it take to enable a person to be able to love in this manner?

<chosen> following the example of Jesus Christ and dying to self, putting others needs before ourselves

<at-peace> the spirit of Christ... being a partaker of His divine nature

 

<opentext> 2 Peter 1:4, Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. KJV

 

<opentext> Being a partaker of His divine nature, which enables a believer to rise above the temptations and leanings of the lower nature.

<opentext> If you will recall that Jesus Christ said that many search the scriptures thinking that through this they will obtain eternal life. So we can see then that it is not enough to know of or be aware of these great and precious promises

 that God has made to us, but rather one has to be an active participant in and of the divine nature of Christ.

<opentext> Try as one may, through their own strength, how else could they accomplish what Paul tells us of here, without being that active participant in and of the divine nature?

<at-peace> with man these things are not possible…with Christ we can do all things

<opentext> Yet, how often when reading and hearing verses such as this, does one remember the requirement of being that active participant?

<at-peace> as often  as one does not get caught up in the cares and concerns of this life

<opentext> How often do you consider the divine nature within you? How often does a person consider this [the divine nature] as the dominant nature within your life?

<at-peace> should be at all times   <chosen> we're a temple of the Holy Spirit

<opentext> So we can see then, that in order for verse 9 to become and remain a constant state of being within one's life, that they have to become a partaker of His divine nature, and then maintain this standing.

<opentext> It is something that one needs to strive for at every moment of every day. 

<opentext> Look at verse 9, and consider how many people try to do what this verse asks of them, without active participation in and of the divine nature of Christ, and then wonder why they continually come up short?

<at-peace> many are seeking but have not come to the knowledge of the truth that will lead and guide them in the divine nature of Christ

<opentext> Even within our own lives, when we fail to comply with what this verse asks of us, how long does it take us to come to the realization of why we were not able to comply?

<at-peace> sometimes longer than we would like it to be

<opentext> So we can then see why Paul as been talking with us about how and why we are to be allowing the character of Christ to be building and growing within us. Why it is so vital that we continue in the Word, and remain grounded and settled in all that which the Lord has opened up to us.

<opentext> Does one always remember how great Father's love for us is?

<chosen> no, we need to try to, so that we don't take it for granted

<at-peace> should, but not always

<opentext> Isn't it essential for one to keep in heart and mind Father's love for them, if they are going to allow His love to be manifest in us and through us?

<at-peace> yes     <chosen> yes

<opentext> So we can see then why the Word instructs us to treasure His Word in our heart. That is the only way that we can truly value that love that He has shown for us, and thus be able to share that same love with all those that one comes in contact with.

<opentext> When operating in and of the lower nature, one has to be constantly told what they should not be doing; but, when one walks in the Spirit, one is constantly seeking to do only those things that please the Father.
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