10 August 2004 Tuesday Bible study

 <chosen> Father thank you for your love and all that you have provided for us... we are thankful for your Word that never changes and for your faithfulness that never fails, we pray that we might learn of you this day and allow your Word to be our whole focus and desire, through Christ Jesus

 

<opentext> Rom 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. KJV

 

<opentext> Now if one will recall back at the start of this chapter, that Paul told us that there is now therefore no condemnation, to them that are "in" Christ Jesus (Rom 8:1).

<opentext> For we know that God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son (John 3:16). The manifestation of the Father's love, is Christ Jesus, therefore there is no condemnation to those who are in union with Him.

<opentext> Now it is important that we keep that in mind as we look at this verse, because Paul says that all things work together for good, to them that love God, and are called according to His purpose.

<opentext> We love Him, because we recognize, value and appreciate how much He first loved us, while we were still yet sinners (1John 4:19, Rom 5:8).
<opentext> Many claim to have a love relationship with God, but how many are that that really have an actual understanding of His love?

<disciple> not very many at all

<at-peace> many are called, but few take the time to get to know and understand His love in the intimacy of the Spirit

<chosen> only those that seek an intimate relationship with Him, with their whole heart 

<opentext> If one does not understand His love, then can they really reciprocate that love, or is it nothing more then a cheap imitation?

<at-peace> those that worship Him must worship Him in Spirit and in truth  (John 4:24)
<disciple> if they do not understand His love, it's because they are comparing His love to what they are familiar with in the physical

<helpmate> they will not know what to reciprocate

<opentext> So we can see then, that many assume that they are in a relationship with Him, but since they are relating and correlating everything with God, by fleshly experiences and understanding, that they will come up short of a deep and sincere relationship. For those that are in the flesh, are not able to please God (Rom 8:8).

<opentext> How often do people operate in the flesh, and yet expect all things to work together for their good?

<disciple> most do…most are only concerned about pleasing themselves, rather than Father

<at-peace> most have a form of godliness but deny the power thereof  (2Tim 3:5)
<greg> they think it is still of works, and are looking for physical results(Eph 2:9, Gal 3:1-3)
<opentext> How often is it that as people go along in their journey through this life, that they will often forget the basic principles that are essential for the law of faith to operate within their life?

<helpmate> they have faith, but it is in a thing, not in God

<disciple> have done that myself...most that don't know Christ Jesus operate out of sight, rather than faith 
Heb 5:12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. (KJV)

<opentext> Deut 28:1-2, 1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: 2 And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God. (KJV)

 

<opentext> We are told not to forget our first love (Rev 2:4). So it is essential for one to remember and continually apply that which lead to and started their relationship in Him and with Him.

<opentext> If we truly love Him, won't our ears be tuned to, and wait upon each and every word that proceeds forth out from His throne and mouth (Matt 4:4)?

<disciple> yes   <helpmate> yes   <chosen> yes

<at-peace> John 14:15If ye love me, keep my commandments. (KJV)

<opentext> How often does one get a little lazy or lackadaisical in their hearing Father's Word? And if one gets a little lazy with their hearing, how easy is it for a "little" leaven (Gal 5:7-9) to possibly get in?

<helpmate> very easy....without one even noticing it

<disciple> anytime one gets lazy in listening to Father or applying His Word to their life, they have opened the door to the leaven

<at-peace> as often as one allows the cares of this life to enter in and choke out that which we have heard, learned and been assured of (Mark 4:19, 2Tim 3:14, Heb 2:1)
<opentext> And if a little leaven does get in, what might it do to one's relationship with Him? That is, will it have an effect on the love that is being reciprocated?

<disciple> absolutely   <chosen> a divided house will not stand (Matt 12:25)
<opentext> So then, if we are operating on a different page then Father, or on a different plane then His Spirit, will all things be able to work for our good?

<helpmate> no… a different page or plane, one will be in the flesh

<chosen> no <at-peace> one is either for or against Him(Matt 12:30, 6:24) <disciple> nope

<opentext> Yet, when things are not going as we think they should, does one first look at their life and their relationship with Him; or do they wonder what is wrong with God?

<disciple> i look at me, always believing it's my fault

<helpmate> most wonder where God is rather than looking to see if they are where they are suppose to be… so if He doesn't change, we must have

<helpmate> Mal 3:6For I am the LORD, I change not; (KJV)

<opentext> One other thing though to consider here as well. There are times, that when things have not yet progressed as we think, and we know that our relationship with Him is right and proper, it is a matter of timing, and a matter of waiting "patiently" for Father's answer to manifest.

<opentext> So today, we have the opportunity, the privilege, to reciprocate Father's love.
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